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Name Date

TELESCOPING THE TIMES Exploration and the 
Colonial Era

CHAPTER OVERVIEW Native Americans develop complex societies. Starting in 1492,
Europeans and then Africans bring their cultures to the New World. British colonies
thrive, and Britain dominates North America after defeating France at war.

Summary

The Americas, West Africa,
and Europe

MAIN IDEA On the eve of their interaction, Native
American, West African, and European peoples lived in
complex societies.

The first humans came to the Americas from
Asia. As long ago as 22,000 years, they crossed

a bridge of land that once connected Asia and
Alaska. For many thousands of years, these groups
spread throughout the continents of North America
and South America. They lived by hunting large
animals. When these animals died out, they had to
find new sources of food. Between 10,000 and 5,000
years ago, groups in central Mexico began to farm.
The practice spread. Farming made possible the
development of civilizations.

In North America, each Native American group
had a unique culture adapted to the climate and
resources of their area. These different groups had
some traits in common, though. Most viewed the
land as a resource that all groups could share. Most
believed that spirits filled the world. Most viewed
the family as the basic unit of society. Trade routes
linked groups living far from one another.

In West Africa, three powerful kingdoms played
important roles in the 1400s. Songhai controlled
trade across the Sahara desert. Songhai rulers
became famous for their wealth. Benin grew strong
in the forest regions along the southern coast. In
central Africa, the kingdom of Kongo united small-
er areas under one ruler. 

The rulers of these kingdoms were strong. Most
people lived in small villages. They farmed, herded,
hunted, and fished. Life revolved around the fami-
ly, and older people held special rank. Religion
played an important role in life.

Trading networks connected these kingdoms
with other lands. Portuguese sailors arrived from
Europe. They started large farms, or plantations, to
grow sugar cane. Soon they began using West
Africans as slaves to work on the plantations.

In the 1400s, most Europeans lived in small

farming villages. European societies were marked
by major differences in social rank. Those who
owned large tracts of land—rulers, nobles, and the
clergy—held the most power.

About this time, European society saw many
changes. Calls for reform of the Roman Catholic
Church produced the Reformation, which resulted
in the formation of Protestant churches.
Disagreements between Protestants and Catholics
worsened divisions among European nations.

Increased trade led some Europeans to seek
new sources of wealth. Rulers in Portugal, Spain,
England, and France built strong armies and
navies. At the same time, Europeans improved
their ships and methods for long-distance sailing.
All these factors contributed to a new age of explo-
ration. Hoping to find new trade routes to Asia,
Europeans began to explore to the south and west.

Spanish North America
MAIN IDEA Beginning with the voyage of Christopher
Columbus, the Spanish built a vast colonial empire in the
Americas.

Italian sailor Christopher Columbus aimed to
reach Asia by sailing west across the Atlantic. In

1492 Spanish rulers gave him money to carry out
his plan. After sailing across the Atlantic, Columbus
sighted land in the Caribbean Sea—but thought he
had reached Asia.

After Columbus, Spain launched many voyages
of exploration. The arrival of Europeans had a seri-
ous effect on Native Americans, though. Some
natives were made laborers and died while working
under harsh conditions. Many caught European
diseases such as smallpox. Because they had no
built-in resistance to these diseases, tens of thou-
sands of Native Americans died. Because the
Europeans wanted to replace the Native American
workers who had died, they began to bring Africans
to the New World to work as slaves. From the
1500s to the 1800s, about 10 million Africans were
taken to the Americas.
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Spain built a vast empire in the Americas. The
Spanish conquered Native American civilizations.
They took large amounts of gold and silver. In what
is now the United States, they settled in the regions
that became Florida, New Mexico, Arizona, and
Texas. Fra Junípero Serra and other missionaries in
the West and Southwest converted many Native
Americans to Christianity.

Early British Colonies
MAIN IDEA Beginning in the early 1600s, the English
established colonies along the eastern shore of North
America.

In 1607, a group of English settlers founded
Jamestown, Virginia. It was the first permanent

English colony in the Americas. The colony strug-
gled until settlers began to grow tobacco to ship to
Europe. To work on tobacco plantations, they hired
indentured servants. These people agreed to work
for a few years on land owned by the tobacco farm-
ers. In return, the farmers paid for their trip from
Europe to Virginia.

Other settlers were members of a Protestant
group that hoped to make the English church more
pure. For this reason they were called Puritans. After
being harassed in England, many sailed to North
America. They settled in Massachusetts, where their
Puritan church dominated their community. Some
settlers expressed ideas that Puritan leaders did not
like. These dissenters were harshly punished.

The Dutch established the first colony in what is
now New York. They hoped to gain wealth by trad-
ing with Native Americans for furs that could be sold
in Europe. In 1644 the English seized the colony.

William Penn belonged to a religious group
called the Quakers. He received a vast tract of land
in North America and started a new colony named
Pennsylvania. Penn hoped to make the colony a
safe place for other Quakers. Members of many
other groups also settled there.

By 1732, there were 13 British colonies. These
colonies prospered, and Britain gained wealth from
trade with the colonies. The colonies had some
self-government. Governors appointed by Britain
held the highest authority. Colonists who owned
property had the right to choose representatives 
who made laws.

The Colonies Come of Age
MAIN IDEA Even though both Northern and Southern
colonies prospered, many colonists began to question
British authority.

Colonists in the southern colonies created a
rural society based on farming. The main crops

were tobacco, rice, and indigo. Most of the people
worked small farms. However, owners of large
plantations dominated society and the economy.
Planters used enslaved Africans as workers.
Africans endured the harsh voyage across the
ocean. In the New World, they preserved African
traditions. Some ran away or rebelled.

Colonists in the middle and New England
colonies developed an economy that was based on
small farms, manufacturing, and trade. Cities grew
with increased trade. Merchants grew wealthy and
held powerful positions in society. Slavery existed in
the North, but it was not widespread.

In the 1700s, two movements led colonists to
question authority. The Enlightenment valued sci-
ence and reason. Political writers stressed the natur-
al rights of all individuals. The Great Awakening was
a revival of strong religious feeling. By emphasizing
the personal aspects of religion, this movement
weakened the authority of churches.

While the British colonies grew along the
Atlantic coast, France established a colonial empire
in eastern Canada, the Great Lakes region, and the
upper parts of the Mississippi River. French colo-
nists had better relations with Native Americans
than the British had. In 1754, French and British
colonists clashed. In 1763, the French and Indian
War ended with French defeat. France surrendered
most of its North American lands to Britain.

Native Americans started a war with the colonists
but lost. To prevent further fighting, the British
banned Americans from moving into the lands west
of the Appalachian Mountains. But colonists who
wanted this land resented the action and continued
to move into the area.

Review
1. What traits did Native American groups have in

common?
2. What changes that affected European society led

to the growth of exploration?
3. Why were Africans brought to the Americas?
4. What prompted colonists to settle in

Massachusetts and Pennsylvania?
5. How did northern and southern colonies differ?

Name Exploration and the Colonial Era continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES Revolution and the 
Early Republic

CHAPTER OVERVIEW Colonists declare their independence and win a war to gain
the right to govern themselves. Leaders meet to write the Constitution. George
Washington guides the new nation, but conflict between the two major political
parties increases. The country also faces conflict with European nations.

Summary

Colonial Resistance 
and Rebellion

MAIN IDEA Conflicts between Great Britain and the
American colonists escalated, until the colonists finally
declared their independence.

By the 1760s, King George was faced with pay-
ing off the debt Britain had accumulated dur-

ing the French and Indian War. In 1763, King
George appointed George Grenville, a financial
expert, as his prime minister. Grenville believed
that the colonies were smuggling goods rather than
paying taxes on them. 

In 1764, Grenville urged Parliament to pass the
Sugar Act and in 1765, the Stamp Act. The Stamp
Act required colonists to place stamps on certain
items. Some colonists opposed British taxation
because they were not represented in Parliament.
The colonists were furious and boycotted (refused
to buy) British goods in protest. The British
repealed the Stamp Act but enacted other laws that
raised taxes. 

Tension increased in Boston. In 1770, some
British soldiers fired on a mob and killed several
colonists, prompting angry colonial leaders to call
the event the Boston Massacre. Passions cooled,
and the British removed all the taxes but one.

In 1773,  the British granted a British company
the sole right to handle the tea trade. American
merchants resented their loss of business. A group
of colonists dumped tea into Boston harbor in
protest. To punish Massachusetts, Parliament
passed the Intolerable Acts in 1774.

In 1775, colonists and British soldiers fought at
Lexington and Concord, near Boston. Colonial
leaders convened in Philadelphia for the Second
Continental Congress. Though some leaders urged
independence, the majority were not ready for that
step. They did form the Continental Army, with
George Washington in command. The British king
rejected a peace offer and declared the colonists in
rebellion.

Attitudes in the colonies shifted, with more
people opposing British rule. Thomas Paine’s pam-

phlet Common Sense powerfully argued in favor of
independence. In July 1776, the Continental
Congress adopted the Declaration of
Independence, declaring the colonies independent.

The War for Independence
MAIN IDEA American victories reversed British
advances during the American Revolutionary War.

Colonists were divided almost evenly between
those who favored independence—Patriots—

and those who supported the British—Loyalists.
Many African Americans joined the Patriot cause.
Others fought on the British side because they
were offered freedom from slavery. Most Native
Americans supported the British.

In March 1776 the British army retreated from
Boston and seized New York City. Washington’s
troops defeated the British in a surprise attack late
in 1776 and in another battle shortly after. These
victories revived American hopes. In the fall of
1777, the Americans won an important victory at
Saratoga, New York. This win convinced the
French to support the Americans. Before any aid
could arrive, however, Washington’s army suffered
from bitter cold and hunger during a terrible win-
ter at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.

In 1778, the Continental Army began to receive
supplies and more intense training from France,
and transformed itself into an effective force. The
British moved their war effort to the South. In the
battles that followed, both sides enjoyed several
victories. In 1781 the British decided to move the
war effort to Yorktown, Virginia. American and
French forces surrounded the British army there,
while a French fleet defeated British ships.
Surrounded and unable to receive help, the British
surrendered.

The following year, the two sides engaged in
peace talks. In the Treaty of Paris, signed in 1783,
the British recognized the United States as a nation
with borders from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Mississippi River. 
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Confederation and 
the Constitution

MAIN IDEA American leaders created the Constitution
as a blueprint of government for the United States.

The first government of the United States, which
was established by the Articles of Confed-

eration, was called a confederation. Voters elected
delegates to the Congress, which was the national
government. Congress organized the new lands
west of the Appalachian mountains. The North-
west Ordinance declared that  the areas would be
treated as territories, and it set requirements for
the admission of new states formed from these 
territories. 

Although the Articles gave the Congress certain
powers, they did not create a department to
enforce the laws or a court system to decide the
meaning of laws. Also, because the states acted
independently of one another, the country lacked
national unity. As a result, the Confederation
encountered many problems.

Many leaders believed that the country needed
a stronger national government. In 1787, delegates
from 12 states met in Philadelphia to discuss
changes to the Articles. Instead, though, they 
decided to write a new constitution to form a new
government.

The delegates agreed to a government with
three branches: legislative, executive, and judicial.
Congress would make laws. A president would
carry out laws. Courts would hear cases. They
agreed that the Congress should have two houses.
In the House of Representatives, states’ represen-
tation would be based on population. In the
Senate, each state would have two members. The
delegates agreed to give some powers to the
national government and some to the states.

Federalists favored this new Constitution.
Antifederalists feared that the federal government
would be too strong. Some demanded that the new
Constitution guarantee people’s  rights. The
framers of the Constitution promised to add a Bill
of Rights. In 1789, the required number of states
ratified the Constitution. By 1791, the required
number of states approved the first ten amend-
ments, known as the Bill of Rights. The
Constitution is still in effect today.

Launching the New Nation
MAIN IDEA With George Washington as its first presi-
dent, the United States began creating a working gov-
ernment for its new nation.

George Washington, the first president, and
Congress worked to establish the new govern-

ment. Congress created a national court system,
and it also set up three departments to serve under
the president. Washington named able leaders to
head the departments. These leaders made up the
first cabinet. 

Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton
preferred a strong central government. He wanted
to support trade and industry. But Secretary 
of State Thomas Jefferson favored strong state 
governments. He wanted an economy based on
farming. 

Hamilton wanted to create a national bank. He
also wanted to repay the money borrowed during
the Revolutionary War. Jefferson opposed the plan.
However, he agreed to it in return for the promise
that a new capital of the nation would be estab-
lished near Virginia. The differences between
Hamilton and Jefferson led to the formation of the
nation’s first two political parties.

Settlers streamed into the Northwest Territory,
upsetting Native Americans there. After the defeat
in the Battle of Fallen Timbers, several Native
American groups signed a treaty giving up a large
area of land in what is today Ohio.

Washington retired after serving two terms, and
John Adams was elected president. He lost the sup-
port of his own party when he refused to engage in
a war with France. He also angered Jefferson’s
backers when he signed laws creating harsh punish-
ments for people who criticized the government.
Kentucky and Virginia passed resolutions against
these laws. They claimed that states could void laws
that they considered unconstitutional.

Review
1. Describe the events in the year before the

Declaration of Independence that led the
colonists to declare their independence.

2. Why was the Battle at Saratoga significant?
3. Why did the government under the Articles of

Confederation encounter many problems?
4. Why was the Bill of Rights important?
5. Compare the positions of Hamilton and

Jefferson.

Name Revolution and the Early Republic continued

3 4



The Growth of a Young Nation 5

©
M

cD
ou

ga
l L

itt
el

l I
nc

.A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Name Date

TELESCOPING THE TIMES The Growth of a 
Young Nation

CHAPTER OVERVIEW In the first half of the 1800s, the United States grows—
adding land and people. The economy grows throughout the nation, but the 
different regions develop varied ways of life and attitudes.

Summary

The Jeffersonian Era
MAIN IDEA During the presidencies of Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe, the
country grew in both size and prestige.

Thomas Jefferson won a close and bitter election
in 1800 to become president. Jefferson wanted

to make the federal government smaller. At the
same time, the Supreme Court acted to increase its
power. Chief Justice John Marshall wrote the opin-
ion in a critical decision, Marbury v. Madison. This
established the principle of judicial review, which
granted the Supreme Court authority to decide
whether a law was allowed by the Constitution.

Jefferson expanded American territory. He
bought the vast Louisiana Territory from France.
The land stretched from the Mississippi River to
the Rocky Mountains. The purchase doubled the
size of the United States. Jefferson sent
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore
this territory.

During Jefferson’s two terms as president,
Britain and France fought a war. Both sides threat-
ened American merchant ships. The British also
seized sailors from American ships and forced them
to join the British navy. In addition, the British
helped Native Americans who fought settlers in the
West. Anger against Britain rose. Finally, in 1812,
Congress declared war on Great Britain.

In 1814, the Treaty of Ghent ended the war but
created no clear winner. The war had important
results, though. The Federalist party died out. The
war also led Americans to develop their own indus-
tries. Finally, it showed that the United States was
truly independent of Britain.

Americans felt strong national pride in the years
after the War of 1812. The nation obtained Florida
from Spain. In 1823, President James Monroe
warned European nations not to interfere with any
nation in the Americas. This foreign policy state-
ment became known as the Monroe Doctrine.

The Age of Jackson
MAIN IDEA During a time of growing sectionalism,
Andrew Jackson's election in 1828 ushered in a new era
of popular democracy.

The New England and Middle Atlantic states
began to develop new industries. In the

Northwest Territory, farmers thrived. In the South,
farmers raised cotton. As the demand for cotton
grew, slavery spread in the South. Meanwhile,
Northern states gradually abolished slavery.

Henry Clay tried to unite the sections with a
plan for economic development called the
American System.  A tariff on  imported goods
helped American industries grow. The creation of a
national bank made a national currency available.
The nation built new canals and roads making it
easier to move people and goods across the country.

Leaders debated whether new states should
allow slavery or not. The Missouri Compromise of
1820 seemed to settle the issue by allowing slavery
in the Louisiana Territory south of the 36º 30′ north
latitude line.

In 1828, Andrew Jackson became president. His
presidential style made him very popular with com-
mon people. This popularity became important as
the right to vote was expanded to include more
people.

In 1830, Congress passed the Indian Removal
Act, which forced Native Americans out of the
Southeast. The Supreme Court ruled it unconstitu-
tional. Jackson defied the Court, which could not
enforce its ruling. The Cherokees were the last to
move west.

Southern leaders opposed tariffs (taxes on
imported goods passed by Congress in 1832). South
Carolina passed a law declaring the tariff null and
void in that state. Jackson threatened to send the
army to enforce federal law. A compromise prevent-
ed violence, but tensions remained. Another conflict
emerged over the national bank. Jackson won, and
the bank went out of existence. This contributed to
an economic collapse that hit the nation in 1837.

REVIEW 
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Manifest Destiny
MAIN IDEA Through settlement and war, the United
States greatly expanded its boundaries during the 
mid-1800s.

Americans began to speak of  manifest destiny—
the belief that the United States was meant to

expand from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific
Ocean. People moved west in search of economic
opportunity. Meanwhile the U.S. government made
treaties with Native Americans that it did not
honor. 

Trails brought traders to New Mexico and set-
tlers to Oregon. Thousands of Mormons moved to
Utah. In 1846, Britain agreed to give its share of
the Oregon country to the United States.

The Mexican government invited Americans to
settle in Texas, which was then a part of Mexico.
Tension grew between the settlers and the Mexican
government. In 1836, Texas won its independence.
After nine years as an independent republic, Texas
entered the Union in 1845.

Some Americans wanted to annex Mexico’s
northern regions. But Mexico refused to sell the
land. Finally, President James K. Polk persuaded
Congress to declare war on Mexico, starting the
Mexican-American War. The United States won the
war, and through the peace treaty the United States
gained all of present-day California, Nevada, New
Mexico, Utah, and parts of three other states.

Soon after the war ended, gold was discovered
in California. Thousands of people streamed west
in the gold rush, hoping to make their fortune.

The Market Revolution
MAIN IDEA Inventions and economic developments in
the early 19th century helped transform American society.

In the first half of the 1800s, people increasingly
bought goods rather than make what they need-

ed. This is known as the market revolution. New
inventions helped fuel economic growth. The tele-
graph allowed quick communication over long dis-
tances. Steam-powered ships and railroads helped
move people and goods farther and faster.

New inventions helped the farmers of the
Midwest, too. The steel plow helped them prepare
the soil for seeds. The reaper helped them harvest
grain. Southerners continued to rely on slave labor
to grow cotton, rice, and tobacco.

The rise of factories changed the nature of
work. Early textile mills hired young women to

work. They worked long hours in hot, noisy build-
ings. Sometimes workers organized to fight for bet-
ter working conditions.

Immigrants continued to come to the United
States in search of opportunity. About 1.3 million
people came from Ireland between 1845 and 1854.
Most settled in eastern cities despite the prejudice
they faced. Many of the immigrant workers con-
tributed to the growth of trade unions. The court
case Commonwealth v. Hunt (1842) protected the
workers’ right to strike.

Reforming American Society
MAIN IDEA Throughout the mid-19th century, men and
women who saw problems with American society
embarked on a widespread effort to solve them.

In the early 1800s, Americans experienced a rise
in religious sentiment known as the Second

Great Awakening. This movement emphasized
emotional individual conversion. Transcendentalists
and Unitarians stressed reason and the dignity of
the individual. The religious revival touched
African Americans, too. To enslaved people, the
message of Christianity offered hope for freedom.

These trends prompted new calls for social
reform. Abolition—the effort to end slavery—was
an important reform movement. Frederick
Douglass, an escaped slave, eloquently spoke and
wrote about the evils of slavery. Slaves worked long,
hard hours. Many bitterly resented their treatment.
Some, like Nat Turner, rebelled. These actions
frightened slave owners, who passed harsh slave
laws and argued against abolition. 

Many women were active in social-reform move-
ments such as abolition and temperance while others
worked to improve education for women. In 1848,
female reformers met in New York at the Seneca
Falls Convention. They approved a statement that
demanded equal rights for women.

Review
1. Why did Americans fight the British in 1812?
2. What three conflicts occurred during the admin-

istration of President Jackson?
3. What events led to the growth of the United

States in the 1840s?
4. How did new inventions create economic growth

in the United States in the first half of the 1800s?
5. What reform movements did women participate

in during the early 1800s?

Name The Growth of a Young Nation continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The Union in Peril
CHAPTER OVERVIEW Slavery becomes an issue that divides the nation. North
and South enter a long and destructive civil war that ends slavery. African
Americans briefly enjoy full civil rights, but new laws discriminate against them.Summary

The Divisive Politics 
of Slavery

MAIN IDEA Disagreements over slavery heightened
regional tensions and led to the break up of the Union.

North and South increasingly disagreed over
slavery. The debate focused on slavery in terri-

tories that wanted to become states. When
California applied for statehood as a free state,
Southerners were angry because much of the state
was south of the Missouri Compromise line of 36º
30′. Henry Clay drew up the Compromise of 1850
in an attempt to satisfy both North and South.
After much debate, Congress approved the com-
promise, which allowed California to enter the
Union as a free state.

The compromise also included the Fugitive
Slave Act, which allowed harsh steps to be taken
against slaves who ran away. Many Northerners dis-
liked the law. Some helped slaves to escape on a
route called the Underground Railroad. Harriet
Beecher Stowe’s novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin showed
slavery’s evils. The book sold well, but Southerners
resented it.

Slavery in the territories became an issue again.
Senator Stephen Douglas proposed a bill that
would allow the people in Nebraska and Kansas
territories to decide whether they wanted slavery.
Congress eventually approved the bill and the
Kansas-Nebraska Act became law in 1854. As a
result, proslavery and antislavery forces began
fighting for possession of Kansas.

The Whig party broke up over the issue of slav-
ery. Antislavery factions formed the Republican
Party. In 1856, the first Republican candidate for
president, John C. Frémont, won many votes but
finished second.

A Supreme Court decision in 1857 worsened
the situation. In the Dred Scott case, the Court
defined slaves as property, protected by the
Constitution. Southerners celebrated the decision.

In 1858, Stephen Douglas, the Democratic
Senator from Illinois, ran for re-election against
Republican Abraham Lincoln. In a series of
debates, Lincoln drew national attention with his

attacks on slavery as a moral evil. Douglas won the
election, but by not defending slavery strongly, he
lost Southern support.

In the 1860 election, four candidates ran for pres-
ident. Republican Lincoln won with no support in
the South. Convinced they had lost their political
voice, seven Southern states seceded (left the Union)
and formed the Confederate States of America.

The Civil War Begins
MAIN IDEA Shortly after the nation's Southern states
seceded from the Union, war began between the North
and South.

The Civil War began in April 1861, when
Confederate forces fired on Fort Sumter, a

Union fort in Charleston, South Carolina. Lincoln
issued a call for troops to fight to restore the
Union. Four more Southern states seceded. 

The North had more people, more factories,
and more railroad tracks, and could grow more
food. The South’s advantages included the demand
for cotton, excellent generals, and soldiers eager to
defend their way of life. 

The North planned to blockade the South. The
Union also hoped to capture the Mississippi River,
split the Confederacy in two, and capture their 
capital at Richmond, Virginia. The Confederate strat-
egy was to defend themselves from Northern attack
and to attack the North if the opportunity arose. 

A Confederate victory at Bull Run resulted in
stepped-up enlistments in the North. In 1862 the
Union won some early victories in the West. The
Union navy captured the port of New Orleans.
Both sides clashed in a bloody battle for the capi-
tals near a creek called Antietam in Maryland.

In response to the demands of abolitionists, in
1863 Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, which freed the slaves in Confederate states
and gave the war a high moral purpose. 

As the war continued, casualties mounted. Both
sides began to draft civilians into the army. After
the Emancipation Proclamation, large numbers of
African Americans joined the Union army. They
fought bravely but suffered discrimination. As the

1
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8 Unit 1, Chapter 4

war continued, Northern troops pushed deeper
into the South.

The North Takes Charge
MAIN IDEA After four years of bloody fighting, the
Union wore down the Confederacy and won the war.

South and North fought decisive battles in 1863.
General Robert E. Lee and the Confederates

lost a three-day battle at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
Lee was forced to retreat, and he never invaded
the North again. Meanwhile, General Ulysses S.
Grant captured Vicksburg, Mississippi. With this
victory, the North won control of the Mississippi
River. At a ceremony held to dedicate a cemetery
at Gettysburg, Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg
Address.

With the losses at Gettysburg and Vicksburg,
Southern morale dropped. Lincoln made Grant the
commander of all Union armies. Grant led many
attacks against Lee’s army. Meanwhile, Grant named
General William Tecumseh Sherman as commander
of the military division of the Mississippi. Sherman
and his troops invaded Georgia, destroying property
as they advanced. Sherman’s success helped Presi-
dent Lincoln win re-election in 1864.

In April 1865, Lee and the Confederacy surren-
dered at Appomattox. The war ended.

The Civil War changed the United States. The
federal government was larger and stronger. The
economic gap between North and South widened.
The Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery. 

President Lincoln never got to implement his
plans for reunifying the nation. Just five days after
Lee had surrendered, Lincoln was shot and killed
by John Wilkes Booth.

Reconstruction and 
Its Effects

MAIN IDEA After the Civil War, the nation embarked on a
period known as Reconstruction, during which attempts
were made to readmit the South to the Union.

During the war, Lincoln devised a plan for Re-
construction—a period of rebuilding the nation

and readmitting Southern states to the nation. An-
drew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln as president,
had a similar plan. Some Republicans thought it was
too easy on the South. As a result, many Republicans
worked together to shft control of Reconstruction
from the executive branch to the legislature.

Congress created the Freedmen’s Bureau to
help former slaves. It passed the Civil Rights Act of

1866, which guaranteed the civil rights of African
Americans. Congress also passed the Fourteenth
Amendment, which made African Americans citi-
zens. In 1867, Congress enacted new Reconstruc-
tion legislation. According to the legislation,
Congress would readmit a state after the state
approved the Fourteenth Amendment and gave
African-American men the right to vote.

The fight with Johnson led Congress to find
grounds to impeach the president. Johnson avoided
conviction and removal from office by just one
vote. In 1868, Grant was elected president with the
help of the African-American vote. In 1870, the
Fifteenth Amendment was ratified. It banned states
from denying the right to vote to African Americans.

Republican-dominated state governments were
elected in the South. Severe economic problems in
the South made their task difficult. Conflicting
goals within the Republican Party also made
progress difficult. In the South, former slaves
worked hard to establish new lives. Many blacks
won election to political office.

Many whites, however, resisted the idea that
African Americans should be treated equally.
African Americans hoped to work their own land.
Instead, plantation owners created a system called
sharecropping that allowed them to control the
land and the labor of African Americans. As a
result, most African Americans lived in poverty.
Some whites formed the Ku Klux Klan. This secret
group terrorized and killed blacks across the South.
Congress passed laws to end Klan violence.
However, new laws allowed Southern Democrats to
regain political power.

Political corruption and scandals diverted atten-
tion in the North away from conditions in the
South. The Supreme Court also began to undo
some of the social and political changes brought
about during Reconstruction. After the inaugura-
tion of Rutherford B. Hayes as president in 1877,
federal troops were removed from the South.
White Democrats regained power there. Recon-
struction was over.

Review
1. What events from 1856 to 1860 led to the Civil

War?
2. How did the North plan to win the Civil War?
3. What impact did the Emancipation Proclama-

tion have on the Civil War?
4. What were the results of the Civil War?
5. What role did Congress play during

Reconstruction?

4
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Cultures Clash
on the Prairie

MAIN IDEA The cattle industry boomed in the late
1800s, as the culture of the Plains Indians declined.

Native Americans of the Great Plains followed a
way of life centered on the horse and buffalo.

Buffalo provided food, clothing, shelter, and other
essentials. These Native Americans lived in family
groups or large clans. The leaders of a tribe ruled
by counsel rather than force.

After the Civil War, the Plains attracted tens of
thousands of white settlers who wanted to own
land. Many went to Colorado to mine gold. The
Homestead Act offered cheap land to farmers,
attracting more than 400,000 from 1862 to 1900.
Several thousand were African Americans. Others
were immigrants from Germany and Scandinavia.

Earlier the government had granted the entire
Plains to Native Americans. As more white settlers
wished to move there, the government made new
treaties restricting the land that Native Americans
could use. Conflict erupted. In 1864, a militia
attacked a camp of Cheyenne, killing 200, mostly
women and children. Meanwhile the Sioux chief
Red Cloud protested white settlers moving to the
Black Hills, an area sacred to his people. Some
Sioux signed a treaty that accepted living on a
reservation but others refused.

In 1874, Colonel George Armstrong Custer
reported that the Black Hills held gold. A new gold
rush began, and the government offered to buy the
land. The Sioux refused, and the army moved in.
Custer and his soldiers were all killed in the Battle
of the Little Bighorn in 1876. Within months,
though, the army defeated the Sioux.

The Dawes Act of 1887 tried to force the
assimilation of Native Americans into white cul-
ture. Reservations were broken up and some of the
land was given to each adult family head for farm-
ing. The policy failed because the Native
Americans were cheated of the best land.

However, possibly more devastating to the Plains
tribes was the killing of millions of buffalo on
which they had depended.

In the 1880s, many Sioux turned to a ritual
called the Ghost Dance, which promised to bring
the buffalo back and restore Sioux lands. In 1890, a
nervous army killed about 300 unarmed Sioux in
the Battle of Wounded Knee.

Vast herds of cattle replaced buffalo. The
Spanish had begun building ranches of longhorn
cattle. Eventually the ranches became established
in Texas. Native Americans, mainly Spanish prison-
ers, were the first cowboys. They developed many
features of cowboy culture. Corral and rodeo come
from Spanish words. In time, ranches in the West
held huge herds of cattle.

After the Civil War, demand for beef rose
sharply in the growing populations of Eastern
cities. Ranch owners began to move their cattle
north to be shipped by rail to Chicago. Soon tens of
thousands of cattle were driven on the Chisholm
Trail from Texas to Kansas. Abilene, Kansas,
became a major shipping point.

More than 50,000 cowboys worked the herds in
the next two decades. About a quarter were African
Americans and about 12 percent Mexican.
Cowboys worked long days—from 10 to 14
hours—in all kinds of weather. In the spring, the
cowboys rode the range to round up the cattle.
After branding the new calves with the ranch’s sym-
bol, cowboys led thousands of animals on the long
drive to Kansas, which took about three months.
When the herd reached a railroad town, they were
sold, and the cowboys celebrated.

Herds grew too large, and overgrazing and bad
weather struck the Plains in the late 1880s. In a
terrible three-day blizzard in 1887, ranchers lost
most of their herds. Ranchers began to use barbed
wire to fence in their land. They moved away from
longhorns to other breeds of cattle. The era of the
open range and cattle drives ended.

1

TELESCOPING THE TIMES Changes on the
Western Frontier

CHAPTER OVERVIEW In the late 1800s, growing numbers of white settlers move
to the West, and Native Americans lose their lands. Railroads cross the nation.
The open range gives way to fenced ranches. Populism rises and falls.

Summary

CHAPTER
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Settling on the Great Plains
MAIN IDEA Settlers on the Great Plains transformed the
land despite great hardships.

Building the transcontinental railroad—stretch-
ing from East to West—helped promote settle-

ment on the Plains. From 1850 to 1871, the gov-
ernment granted huge tracts of land to companies
ready to lay railroad tracks. In 1867, the Central
Pacific began building east from Sacramento and
the Union Pacific west from Omaha. Irish and
Chinese immigrants plus African Americans and
Mexican Americans did much of the back-breaking
work. In 1869, the two routes met in Utah, com-
pleting the first transcontinental track.

The railroads sold some of their land at low
prices to farmers. The governor of Kansas invited
African Americans to settle, attracting many. The
federal government, too, offered cheap land. On
one day in 1889, 2 million acres were claimed in
Oklahoma. The government also wanted to pre-
serve some wilderness. In 1872, land was set aside
to create Yellowstone National Park. Millions of
acres more were set aside later.

The new settlers had to endure many hardships.
However, from 1850 to 1900, the number of people
living west of the Mississippi rose from 1 percent to
almost 30 percent of the nation’s population in 1850.

The Plains were largely treeless, so people built
homes as dugouts in the sides of hills or out of sod.
Homesteaders were isolated and had to produce
everything they needed. Women worked in the
fields alongside men as well as tending the chil-
dren, running the house, and doing the cooking
and laundry.

The farmers used a steel plow to break the
prairie’s tough soil and machines to harvest their
wheat. The federal government gave land to states
to create agricultural colleges. With new crop
strains and techniques developed there, the eastern
Plains became productive.

The farmers were plagued by weather and debt.
Machines cost money, which they had to borrow.
When grain prices fell, they could not repay their
loans. They also resented how much they had to
pay railroads to ship their crops.

Farmers and the
Populist Movement

MAIN IDEA Farmers united to address their economic
problems, giving rise to the Populist movement.

Farmers were also plagued by changing eco-
nomic conditions. After the Civil War, the sup-

ply of money shrank, making each dollar in circula-
tion worth more. This hurt farmers who had to
repay their loans in more expensive dollars. They
urged policies that would promote “cheap money.”
They wanted more money printed or the amount of
silver coins to be increased.

The Grange, a farmers’ organization, pushed for
laws to regulate railroads. Other groups arose. The
Farmers Alliance sent lecturers to farm areas trying
to drum up support for cheap money and railroad
reform. The Southern Alliance and the Colored
Farmers’ National Alliance group pursued similar
campaigns.

The farmers’ movement resulted in the forma-
tion of the Populist, or People’s, Party in 1891. The
Populists urged policies to help farmers. They also
pushed for democratic reforms such as the direct
election of senators and adoption of the secret bal-
lot for voting. The party pulled 10 percent of the
vote in the 1892 presidential election and won
many local contests.

A business panic in 1893 started a depression.
As the economy continued to falter, Democrats ran
William Jennings Bryan for president in 1896. He
campaigned for cheap money by urging that the
nation’s currency be backed by plentiful silver as
well as gold. The Populists nominated Bryan as
well. Urban voters feared that cheap money would
mean rising prices. Republican William McKinley
won election over Bryan, and the Populist move-
ment died.

Review
1. Why did Native Americans and settlers come

into conflict?
2. What was a cowboy’s life like?
3. How did settlers change the Great Plains? 
4. Describe the rise and fall of Populism.

Name Changes on the Western Frontier continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES A New Industrial Age
CHAPTER OVERVIEW Technological innovations and the growth of the railroad
industry help fuel an industrial boom. Some business leaders follow corrupt
practices, and workers, suffering harsh working conditions, try to organize.Summary

The Expansion of Industry
MAIN IDEA At the end of the 19th century, natural
resources, creative ideas, and growing markets fueled
an industrial boom.

As settlement continued in the West, the nation
was being transformed by vast changes in tech-

nology. Fuel—in the form of kerosene refined from
oil or coal—helped spur growth. So did plentiful
supplies of iron. Iron became even more useful
when the Bessemer process, developed about 1850,
allowed workers to efficiently turn it into steel.
With the open-hearth method, devised in 1886,
even more steel was produced.

Steel came to be used in railroads, in farm tools
such as the plow and reaper, and to make cans for
preserving food. Engineers also used steel to make
the new bridge connecting New York City and
Brooklyn and to build skyscrapers.

Thomas Alva Edison established a research lab-
oratory in 1876 in order to develop new inventions.
He devised an incandescent light and began to
organize power plants to generate electricity. Cities
built electric railways, and businesses built factories
powered by electricity.

The typewriter (1867) and the telephone (1876)
appeared for the first time. These and other inven-
tions changed daily life. More women began to
work in offices; by 1910, women were about 40
percent of the clerical work force. The average
work week decreased by about ten hours, and peo-
ple enjoyed more leisure time.

The Age of the Railroads
MAIN IDEA The growth and consolidation of railroads
benefited the nation but also led to corruption and
required government regulation.

By 1890, rail lines totaled more than 200,000
miles. But building and running the railroads

was difficult and dangerous work for thousands of
workers. By 1888, more than 2,000 railroad work-
ers had died and another 20,000 had been injured.
Workers earned very little—and Asians and African
Americans less than white workers.

The railroads helped link the nation. Schedules
were difficult to maintain, however, as each com-
munity set its own time standard. So, in 1883, the
railroads and many towns began using four stan-
dard time zones.

Railroads stimulated growth of the iron, steel,
coal, lumber, and glass industries. They also helped
towns and cities grow. George Pullman built a fac-
tory to make railroad sleeping cars. As demand for
his cars rose, he built a large town south of Chicago
to house the workers he needed. While the housing
was of good quality, Pullman tried to control his
workers’ lives. They conducted a violent strike in
1894.

Some business practices led to corruption. In
the Crédit Mobilier scandal of 1868, some officers
of the Union Pacific used trickery to earn millions
for themselves. They also gave stock to some gov-
ernment officials to buy silence.

These scandals helped fuel the anger of the
Grangers, farmers who wanted to limit rail compa-
nies’ power. They persuaded some states to pass
laws regulating railroad rates. In 1877, the
Supreme Court said government could regulate
industry for the public good. Congress passed the
Interstate Commerce Act in 1887, but the commis-
sion it created was not strong enough to control the
railroads.

The depression of 1893 and 1894 changed the
industry. Many railroads failed, and a few survivors
seized many of the rest. By 1900, seven companies
owned most of the nation’s railways.

Big Business and Labor
MAIN IDEA The expansion of industry resulted in the
growth of big business and prompted laborers to form
unions to better their lives.

Consolidation occurred in other industries as
well. Andrew Carnegie built a giant steel-pro-

ducing firm. Carnegie used cost-saving technology,
strict accounting, and effective managers. He
bought out competitors and companies that provid-
ed raw materials or transportation of his goods.

1
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Studying the success of business leaders like
Carnegie helped spur an intellectual movement
called Social Darwinism. Drawing on Charles
Darwin’s ideas of evolution, Social Darwinists said
that government should allow free competition in
business to allow the best individuals to succeed.
Most ordinary citizens could support this idea. It
appealed to their work ethic and sense of personal
responsibility.

Business leaders tried to gain control over an
industry to ensure rising profits. Some used merg-
ers to acquire other companies. If a firm controlled
all the competition in an industry, it held a monop-
oly and could dictate business practices. J. P.
Morgan became the largest steel producer by set-
ting up a holding company. This kind of company
bought out the stock of other companies. John D.
Rockefeller controlled the oil refining industry by
using trusts, in which different companies agreed
to work together. Critics called such practices
unfair to consumers and labeled business leaders as
“robber barons.”

In 1890, Congress decided to act and passed
the Sherman Antitrust Act. It outlawed trusts, but
the law was difficult to enforce, and the Supreme
Court did not support it.

While industry boomed in the North, the South
stayed agriculturally and economically depressed.
Only industries such as mining, tobacco, and tex-
tiles grew. The devastation of the Civil War, lack of
capital, and lack of urban centers were contributing
factors.

Workers in these growing industries worked
long hours in dangerous conditions for low wages.
Wages were so low that all family members, includ-
ing women and children, had to work. To improve
their status, many workers began to organize into
unions.

The National Labor Union, formed in 1866,
persuaded the government to adopt an eight-hour
day in government offices. The Knights of Labor
pushed for an eight-hour day and equal pay for
women. The American Federation of Labor (AFL)
won higher wages and shorter work weeks for its

members, skilled workers. Other unions organized
unskilled workers. Some included women and
African Americans. Japanese and Mexican workers
also formed unions in the West.

Industry and government fought the unions. A
great strike in 1877 stalled the nation’s railroads for
a week. Some cities erupted in riots. President
Rutherford B. Hayes ordered the strikers to return
to work. Labor organizers continued to try to enlist
workers. Then a mass meeting in Chicago’s
Haymarket section became a riotous battle
between police and workers. Steelworkers in
Homestead, Pennsylvania, shut a Carnegie Steel
plant until state troops allowed management to
reopen the mill with strikebreakers. The strike con-
tinued, but eventually the strikers had to give in. A
strike at Pullman’s railcar factory in 1894 also
resulted in violence and federal troops being
brought in. All the workers lost their jobs.

Women labor organizers included Mary Harris
“Mother” Jones and Pauline Newman, who orga-
nized garment workers. In 1911, a fire broke out in
a clothing factory. Almost 150 women workers died,
in part because they had been locked inside. The
public was outraged and some reforms favoring
workers were passed.

Business leaders used many tactics to prevent
workers from organizing. They banned union meet-
ings or fired union workers. When strikes did occur,
some asked the courts to end them, saying that
they violated the Sherman Antitrust Act by harm-
ing interstate commerce. By 1910, union member-
ship was down to five percent of workers.

Review
1. What developments fueled industrialization?
2. Describe the growth and development of the rail

industry and what impact it had.
3. How did the government try to regulate busi-

ness? What happened to these efforts?
4. Describe working conditions of the time and

union-management relations.

Name A New Industrial Age continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES Immigrants and Urbanization
CHAPTER OVERVIEW The population rises as immigrants supply a willing work-
force for urban industrialization and a political base for many urban politicians.
Abuses in local and national government prompt calls for reform.Summary

The New Immigrants
MAIN IDEA Immigration from Europe, Asia, the
Caribbean, and Mexico reached a new high in the late
19th and early 20th centuries.

Between 1870 and 1920, about 20 million
Europeans immigrated to the United States.

Many of them came from eastern and southern
Europe, which had not provided large numbers of
immigrants before. Some, like Jews, fled religious
persecution. Others escaped economic hardship.
Some were leaving Europe full of ideas for reform
and political freedom.

About 300,000 Chinese immigrants came from
1851 to 1883. Thousands of immigrants came from
Japan as well. From 1880 to 1920, about 260,000
immigrants came from the Caribbean. Many
Mexicans also came to the United States. About a
million immigrants came from 1910 to 1930 to
escape political turmoil in Mexico.

Most immigrants traveled by steamship, riding
in steerage—the cargo holds below the ship’s
waterline. Conditions were cramped, with little
light or air, and unclean. Many people suffered
from disease. Those who arrived in New York were
processed at Ellis Island. The process, which took
about five hours, determined whether they could
enter the country or had to return.

Asian immigrants arriving on the West coast
were processed at Angel Island near San Francisco.
Conditions were more unpleasant than at Ellis
Island, and the processing was stricter.

Once in the United States, immigrants felt con-
fused and worried by the new culture. Many settled
in communities with other immigrants from the
same country to feel more at home. They also
formed organizations to help each other.

While immigrants were arriving in great num-
bers, anti-immigration feelings spread among some
Americans. During the depression of the 1870s,
many workers feared they would lose their jobs to
Chinese immigrants, who accepted low wages. In
1882, Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act,

banning all but a few Chinese immigrants. The ban
was not lifted until 1943. The United States and
Japan reached a “Gentlemen’s Agreement” in 1907
and 1908 under which Japan restricted migration to
the United States.

The Challenges of
Urbanization

MAIN IDEA The rapid growth of cities forced people to
contend with problems of housing, transportation, water,
and sanitation. 

Most of the new immigrants moved to the
nation’s cities to get work in the growing

industrial economy. It was also cheaper and more
convenient for them to live in cities. By 1910,
immigrants made up more than half of the popula-
tions of 18 different cities. Many settled in neigh-
borhoods with others from the same country—
even from the same province.

As city populations rose, overcrowding some-
times resulted. Another movement helped swell
urban populations. As efficient machines increased
farm production, they also cost farm jobs. As a
result, many people moved from farms to cities.
About 200,000 of these new urban dwellers were
African Americans leaving the South for Northern
cities. They hoped to escape racial violence but
found prejudice and low wages in their new homes
as well.

The growing cities had many problems. There
were housing shortages, and many urban property
owners converted single family homes into multi-
family apartments. These solutions often placed
people in crowded conditions, full of filth and dis-
ease. Growing populations created transportation
problems as well. As the cities continued to grow,
the transit systems could not always keep up.

City officials also had difficulty obtaining
enough clean water. Cities began to clean and filter
the water and insist on indoor plumbing, but these
steps spread slowly. Removing waste and garbage
was another problem.

1
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By 1900 most cities had full-time professional
fire departments. But the lack of water made fires
very dangerous—and reliance on wood as a build-
ing material gave fires fuel to burn. Both Chicago,
in 1871, and San Francisco, in 1906, suffered very
devastating fires. Another problem of the growing
cities was crime.

Some social reformers pushed to improve life in
the cities. The Social Gospel movement held that
Christians had a duty to try to reform conditions.
Some reformers created settlement houses. These
community centers aimed at helping the poor,
especially immigrants. Run mostly by women, they
offered schooling, nursing, and other assistance.

Politics in the Gilded Age
MAIN IDEA Local and national political corruption in the
19th century led to calls for reform.

The large populations of cities provided an
opportunity for a new political force—the

political machine controlled by a boss. A machine
was a group that controlled a political party. By giv-
ing voters services they needed, the machine won
their votes and controlled city government.

The city boss controlled the whole machine—
and the city government. Bosses controlled jobs in
the police, fire, and sanitation departments. They
controlled the city agencies that granted licenses to
businesses. They controlled the money used to
fund large construction projects. Many bosses were
first- or second-generation immigrants, and they
understood immigrants’ concerns. By helping to
solve immigrants’ problems, they won loyalty.

Political machines could point to many accom-
plishments. As they gained power, though, some
individuals became corrupt. Some used illegal
methods to win elections. Others abused power to
become wealthy. Since the bosses controlled the
police, they were seldom pursued. The Tweed Ring
of New York was one of the most famous examples
of corruption among city officials. Boss Tweed and

many associates were finally convicted of various
crimes.

Corruption reached national politics. For many
decades, presidents had given jobs to loyal party
workers in what was called the spoils system. As a
result, some workers were not qualified for their
jobs. Others used their positions to get money.

Reformers wanted to end these abuses. They
proposed a civil service system in which govern-
ment jobs would go only to those who proved they
were qualified. 

President Rutherford B. Hayes took some steps
to reform the federal government. This aroused the
anger of some members of his own party. These
Stalwarts, as they were called, opposed any
changes. The next president, James Garfield,
favored the reform movement, and he was shot and
killed by an unbalanced Stalwart. His successor,
Chester Arthur, pushed through the Pendleton Act
of 1883. It created the Civil Service Commission to
give government jobs based on merit, not politics.
The act helped reform the civil service. However,
some politicians now turned to wealthy business
leaders for campaign money. As a result, some cor-
ruption continued.

Another issue was how high to make the tariff,
or tax on imported goods. Business leaders and
Republicans wanted high tariffs so they could cut
foreign competition. Democrats favored low tariffs.
Under Republican presidents Benjamin Harrison
and William McKinley, the tariff was high. Under
Democrat Grover Cleveland, the tariff was lower
for a short period.

Review
1. Where did immigrants come from in the period

from 1870 to 1920?
2. What problems arose in the growing cities?
3. What role did political machines play in 

cities?
4. What led to the call for civil service reform?

Name Immigrants and Urbanization continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES Life at the Turn of the Century
CHAPTER OVERVIEW As the twentieth century begins, American culture changes
due to new technological advances, cultural forms, and mass media. Some
Americans, though, protest discrimination that denies them rights.Summary

Science and Urban Life
MAIN IDEA Advances in science and technology
helped solve urban problems, including overcrowding.

Technological advances began to meet the
nation’s need for communication, transporta-

tion, and space. One advance was the use of steel
frameworks to build tall buildings. Skyscrapers
made cities grow vertically; streetcar lines helped
them grow horizontally. People could now live in
one part of a city and work in another. Soon transit
lines linked cities and suburbs into larger areas. To
avoid congestion on the streets, some cities built
elevated train lines. Steel bridges joined sections of
cities across rivers.

Urban planners made cities more livable by
designing parks and recreational areas. One of the
most extensive was Central Park in New York City.
Both Boston and Chicago grew by following care-
fully laid-out plans.

Technology also improved communications.
Orville and Wilbur Wright of Dayton, Ohio, built
their first airplane. The government quickly 
adopted the new technology to transport mail
across the continent. As the number of people who
could read quickly increased, publishers printed
more and more books, magazines, and newspapers.
Improvements in papermaking, printing, and type-
setting helped spur this growth as well.

Another invention made pictures, rather than
words, more accessible. With George Eastman’s
camera, millions of Americans were able to take
pictures as a hobby. Journalists used cameras to
capture news as it happened.

Expanding Public Education
MAIN IDEA Reforms in public education led to a rise in
national literacy and the promotion of public education.

Reformers aimed to improve public education.
Not all children attended school, and most of

those who did left after four years. In the latter
decades of the 1800s, many states passed laws
requiring children from 8 to 14 to attend school for
anywhere from 12 to 16 weeks every year. Teachers
did not always emphasize academic subjects, how-
ever, and relied on rote memorization and physical
punishment. African-American children—especial-
ly those in the South—suffered from a lack of
schooling.

The number of schools increased.
Kindergartens grew from 200 in 1880 to 3,000 in
1900. High schools saw an even greater increase.
The high-school curriculum expanded to include
courses preparing students for industrial and office
jobs.

While African Americans were blocked from
attending school, the children of immigrants were
welcome. Some immigrants hoped the schools
would “Americanize” their children. Many adult
immigrants attended school at night to prepare 
to become American citizens and to learn 
English.

Just over two percent of young people attended
college in 1900. Most came from wealthy or mid-
dle-class homes. Still, the last two decades of the
1800s saw a tremendous growth in the number of
colleges. The curriculum changed, too, as universi-
ties began to pursue research in science and tech-
nology and formed professional schools in law and
medicine. 

Some colleges were established to offer higher
education for African Americans. They provided
opportunities for only a small percentage of people,
however. In 1895, W. E. B. Du Bois became the first
African American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard.

At the dawn of the 20th century, millions were
getting an education, although racial discrimina-
tion remained a thorn in the flesh of American
society.

1
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Segregation and
Discrimination

MAIN IDEA African Americans lead the fight against
voting restrictions and Jim Crow laws.

By 1900, southern states restricted African
Americans’ right to vote, weakening their polit-

ical power. One law required voters to be able to
read. Another put a tax on voting. A third disal-
lowed voters if they, their fathers, or their grandfa-
thers could not vote before January 1, 1867—the
first day that African Americans could vote. All
these laws were passed specifically to take away
blacks’ right to vote. The Supreme Court allowed
these laws to remain standing.

The southern states also passed Jim Crow laws
that segregated whites and blacks into separate
facilities. When Homer Plessy was denied a seat on
a railroad car, he sued, but the Supreme Court
ruled separate facilities legal.

Racial etiquette—customs—restricted the
rights of African Americans even when laws did
not. Booker T. Washington argued that blacks
should not insist on full equality—which whites, he
felt, would resist—but work for economic security.
Ida Wells crusaded nationwide to end lynching—
hanging people without trial. African Americans in
the North faced discrimination as well.

Mexican Americans, especially in the
Southwest, faced similar discrimination. The rail-
roads hired them to build new lines but paid little.
Landowners forced workers to work to repay debts,
a system called debt peonage that the Supreme
Court ruled against in 1911.

The Chinese population in the West grew until
1880, and white workers felt threatened by compe-
tition from Chinese workers. Congress responded
to their pressure in 1882 by passing the Chinese
Exclusion Act. It prohibited further immigration
from China.

The Dawn of Mass Culture
MAIN IDEA As Americans had more time for leisure
activities, a modern mass culture emerged.

Shorter work weeks meant more leisure time,
and Americans found new ways to use that time.

Many city dwellers enjoyed trips to amusement
parks. Cycling and tennis became popular sports as
well. Those who did not wish to exercise watched
professionals play sports. Boxing and baseball
became two popular spectator sports.

The rise in literacy contributed to an expansion
of cultural vistas for ordinary Americans. Other
advances fostered mass entertainment, includ-
ing new media technology, such as motion pic-
tures, and improved mass-production printing
techniques.

Art galleries, libraries, books, and museums
brought new cultural opportunities to more people.
By 1900, at least one art gallery graced every large
American city. Americans were also entertained by
the new newspapers. To increase sales, publishers
often presented the news in sensational style. 

While serious novelists addressed concerns of
contemporary society, many readers enjoyed the
more popular dimestore novels.

Another change was in the sale of goods. Cities
developed shopping areas that concentrated many
retail establishments in certain areas. Huge
department stores arose that offered consumers a
wide range of goods to purchase. National chains
developed as some retailers created stores in
many sites, offering goods at lower prices. To per-
suade consumers to buy these goods, retailers and
manufacturers spent large amounts of money on
advertising.

To reach rural consumers, some companies sold
their goods through catalogs. They were helped by
the U.S. Post Office, which began delivering pack-
ages to rural people in 1896.

Review
1. What technological changes at the turn of the

twentieth century affected American life?
2. How did education change in the late 

1800s?
3. What discrimination was faced by minority

groups in the late 1800s?
4. What evidence of modern mass culture can 

you find near the turn of the twentieth 
century?

Name Life at the Turn of the Century continued
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The Origins of Progressivism
MAIN IDEA Political, economic, and social change in
late 19th century America led to broad progressive
reforms.

As the 1900s opened, reformers pushed for a
range of changes to society in a movement

called Progressivism, which had four major goals: 
• Protecting social welfare by easing the ills of

urban society. The YMCA built libraries and
exercise facilities while the Salvation Army
offered the urban poor food and nursery care. 

• Promoting moral improvement, especially 
by working to ban alcoholic beverages.
Prohibitionists—many of whom were members
of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union
(WCTU)—often came into conflict with immi-
grant groups. The saloons the reformers
attacked served vital functions such as offering
cheap meals in immigrant communities.

• Reforming the economy. Some criticized the
vast wealth amassed by industrialists and the
treatment of workers. Journalists called “muck-
rakers” published stories about business cor-
ruption and unfair practices.

• Making businesses more efficient and prof-
itable. Scientific management and the adoption
of the assembly line for the manufacture of
goods enabled factories to increase production.

Progressives also reformed politics at the local
and state levels. Reform mayors routed corruption
out of Detroit and Cleveland, among other cities.
Wisconsin Governor Robert M. La Follette took
steps to regulate businesses in his state. Reformers
managed to pass laws in almost every state to ban
child labor and limited the number of hours
women could work. Reform-ers passed laws requir-
ing the use of secret ballots in elections and allow-
ing voters to remove elected officials from office.
The Seventeenth Amendment allowed for voters to
elect senators directly.

Women in Public Life
MAIN IDEA Women won new opportunities in labor and
education that are enjoyed today.

On the nation’s farms, women continued to play
the vital roles they had filled earlier. They

helped with the farm’s crops and animals as well as
cooking, cleaning, sewing, and child rearing. Many
urban women who lacked education joined the
workforce by becoming servants. African-American
and unmarried immigrant women often used this
route to employment. At the turn of the century,
one in five American women held jobs outside the
home; 25 percent worked in manufacturing. Half of
them toiled in the garment industry. With the
growth of business, more and more women worked
in offices as stenographers and typists. As a result,
more women sought high school educations to train
for these jobs.

Many middle- and upper-class women joined
groups aiming to promote culture. The number of
women’s colleges grew, and many who graduated
from these colleges joined the reform movements.
Major goals of these movements were making
workplace and home safer. The National Assoc-
iation of Colored Women helped African Amer-
icans by creating nurseries, reading rooms, and
kindergartens.

Many women joined in the effort to seek the
right to vote, or suffrage. Spearheading the effort
was the National American Woman Suffrage
Association. Wyoming, in 1869, became the first
state to grant this right to women. Some other
western states followed suit. Another effort failed
when the Supreme Court ruled that the
Constitution did not guarantee women the right to
vote. Women pushed for an amendment to the
Constitution granting suffrage, but for the first two
decades of the 1900s, it did not pass.

1

TELESCOPING THE TIMES The Progressive Era
CHAPTER OVERVIEW In the first two decades of the 1900s, Americans embrace
the Progressive movement and many of its reforms.

Summary

CHAPTER

9
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Teddy Roosevelt’s
Square Deal

MAIN IDEA As president, Theodore Roosevelt worked to
give citizens a Square Deal through progressive reforms.

When President William McKinley was killed
in 1901, Theodore Roosevelt became presi-

dent. He showed great energy and bold decision
making and won publicity. He launched a program
of reforms called the “Square Deal.” With his vig-
orous leadership, he changed the presidency.

Roosevelt thought that a more complex American
society needed a powerful federal government. He
intervened in a bitter 1902 coal strike to lead both
sides to an agreement. He had the government sue
business trusts to improve competition. He pushed
through laws increasing the government’s power to
regulate railroads. His actions during a Pennsylvania
coal strike set a precedent of government interven-
tion when a strike threatened public welfare. After
reading a book, The Jungle, that exposed poor sani-
tary practices in the meatpacking industry, Roosevelt
gained passage of the Meat Inspection Act. The Pure
Food and Drug Act banned food processors from
adding dangerous chemicals to food or from making
false claims regarding medicines. Roosevelt also took
steps to preserve the nation’s wild natural areas.

Roosevelt, though, did not back civil rights for
African Americans. So black leaders, plus some
white reformers, formed the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
in 1909 to push for full racial equality.

Progressivism Under Taft
MAIN IDEA Taft's ambivalent approach to progressive
reform led to a split in the Republican Party and the loss
of the presidency to the Democrats

William Howard Taft became president in
1909. He pursued many Progressive policies

but more cautiously—and with less publicity—than
Roosevelt. And he divided his own party.

One issue was the tariff. Taft wished to lower
the tariffs. When conservatives in the Senate
passed a weakened version of the measure, Taft
signed it anyway and Progressives complained. He
also angered conservationists by appointing officials
who favored development of wild lands rather than
preservation of them.

With the Republican Party split between
reformers and conservatives, Democrats won con-
trol of the House for the first time in almost two
decades. In 1912, Roosevelt tried to regain the

Republican nomination for president. Failing that,
Roosevelt formed a third party—the Bull Moose
party—and ran on a platform of reform.

The Democrats nominated reformer Woodrow
Wilson, the governor of New Jersey. As Taft and
Roosevelt bitterly denounced each other, Wilson
won the election—and a Democratic majority in
Congress. About three-quarters of the vote went to
candidates in favor of economic reform.

Wilson’s New Freedom
MAIN IDEA Woodrow Wilson established a strong
reform agenda as a progressive leader.

Areligious and scholarly man, Wilson stayed inde-
pendent of party bosses and pursued his policies

of reform called the “New Freedom.” With the
Clayton Anti-Trust Act of 1914, the government
strengthened laws against business trusts and work-
ers’ rights. The Federal Trade Act created the
Federal Trade Commission to investigate unfair busi-
ness practices. Another law lowered tariffs. With
decreased tariff revenues, the government began col-
lecting taxes on workers’ income. Wilson also secured
passage of a law creating the Federal Reserve System
to improve the nation’s banking practices.

Meanwhile, women continued in their drive to
win the right to vote. As of 1910, women’s suffrage
was approved in five states. Defeats in other states,
though, led some women to try more militant tac-
tics. Alice Paul organized a group that picketed the
White House and the Democratic Party. Finally,
the Nineteenth Amendment, ratified in 1920, gave
women the right to vote.

Wilson did not push social reform ideas. He did
little to support women’s suffrage, nor did he help
African Americans. In fact, he appointed southern-
ers who took steps to extend segregation. Blacks
who had voted for Wilson felt betrayed, and a
meeting between Wilson and African-American
leaders ended in anger.

Review
1. Describe the four areas of Progressive reform.
2. How did women’s lives change in the early twen-

tieth century?
3. What policies did Teddy Roosevelt pursue?
4. Why did the Republican Party split, and what

was the result?
5. What progressive reforms did Woodrow Wilson

advance, and which did he do little or nothing to
achieve?

Name The Progressive Era continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES America Claims an Empire
CHAPTER OVERVIEW To compete with other powers, America gains colonies
overseas, although some Americans object.

Summary

Imperialism and America
MAIN IDEA Beginning in 1867 and continuing through
the century, global competition caused the United States
to expand.

At the end of the 1800s, the United States
joined the global trend to acquire lands over-

seas. Nations of Europe had taken control of
almost all of Africa. Japan was seizing colonies in
Asia. The United States competed with other
nations to gain a trade foothold in China. Three
factors pushed the United States to join the grab
for land: 

• Economic competition for raw materials and
markets for its manufactured goods.

• Political and military competition, based in part
on the creation of a powerful new navy.

• A belief in the racial and cultural superiority of
the people of England and their descendants—
which led many Americans to believe that the
United States had a mission to spread civiliza-
tion and Christianity.

Many Americans opposed this imperialist trend.
They objected on moral or practical grounds. They
felt that the taking of colonies was not right or
would cost too much.

The first territory acquired was Alaska followed
by Hawaii, where a number of Americans had
established large and successful sugar plantations.
Through a change in Hawaii’s constitution, these
planters came to control the government. In 1893,
Hawaii’s queen tried to change the constitution,
and the planters seized control of the island.
President Grover Cleveland refused to annex
Hawaii, but his successor, William McKinley, did.
Hawaii became a territory of the United States in
1898.

The Spanish-American War
MAIN IDEA In 1898, the United States went to war to
help Cuba win its independence from Spain.

The United States had established close com-
mercial ties to Cuba, still a Spanish colony. In

1895, José Martí launched a renewed drive for

Cuban independence. He hoped to force American
intervention, but opinion in the United States was
divided.

Spain sent an army to Cuba. Its commander put
300,000 Cubans in concentration camps while he
tried to defeat the army of independence. American
newspaper reports exaggerated stories of Spanish
atrocities against the Cuban people. As more peo-
ple began to clamor for giving aid to the Cubans,
President McKinley tried to find a peaceful solu-
tion. Spain moderated its policies and granted lim-
ited self-rule to Cuba. The issue seemed to be
dying down.

Then, two incidents fanned the fire. A newspa-
per published a Spanish diplomat’s criticism of
McKinley. Worse, a U.S. warship, the battleship
Maine, mysteriously blew up in Havana’s harbor.
No one knew why the explosion occurred, but
newspapers blamed Spain and the cry for war
became too strong to resist.

The first battle of the war took place in the
Philippines, another Spanish possession. Admiral
George Dewey destroyed the Spanish fleet there,
and U.S. army units joined Filipino rebels. The
Spanish in the Philippines surrendered.

In Cuba, an American army—despite being ill-
prepared—won a decisive battle. Press accounts
gave great fame to Theodore Roosevelt, who led a
volunteer cavalry troop known as the “Rough
Riders.” Within two days, a naval battle resulted in
destruction of the Spanish fleet and Spanish sur-
render in Cuba.

Spain quickly agreed to a peace that granted
Cuba its independence and gained the United
States the islands of Puerto Rico and Guam and the
Philippines. By the time the Treaty of Paris was
approved, the United States had an empire.

Acquiring New Lands
MAIN IDEA In the early 1900s, the United States
engaged in conflicts in Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the
Philippines.

Many Puerto Ricans wanted independence, but
others were willing to accept being an

1
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American territory. Still others wanted to become a
state. The Supreme Court ruled that Puerto Ricans
were not American citizens. In 1917, Congress
granted that right to Puerto Ricans and allowed
them to choose their legislature. But it still denied
statehood to the island.

For the first four years after the end of the war,
the U.S. army remained in Cuba. It imprisoned
Cubans who protested American presence, but it
also fed the hungry and helped wipe out yellow
fever, a fatal disease. The United States insisted
that the new Cuban constitution grant the United
States privileges. Many American businesses had
invested heavily in the island, and they wanted
their property protected. These provisions were
agreed to—reluctantly—and Cuba became inde-
pendent but partly under U.S. control. 

Filipinos—who had been fighting for indepen-
dence for years—were outraged that the United
States had annexed their islands. Rebel leader
Emilio Aguinaldo led an armed revolt against the
Americans. In a war that lasted three years, the
American army used some of the same tactics that
the Spanish had used in Cuba. The revolt was final-
ly suppressed in 1902. The islands finally gained
independence in 1946.

Imperialists hoped to use the Philippines as a
way of gaining a foothold in Asia. The main goal
was to build business ties with China. European
nations and Japan had forced the Chinese to give
them valuable trade benefits. Secretary of State
John Hay announced the Open Door policy that
opened China to the trade of any nation. This poli-
cy increased American presence in Asia. A brief,
bloody Chinese uprising against western influ-
ence—the Boxer Rebellion—was put down by
western forces. The United States then issued
stronger safeguards of equal trade with China.

President McKinley—who supported this impe-
rialist expansion—won re-election in 1900. Many,
but not all, Americans favored the expansion of
American power.

America as a World Power
MAIN IDEA The Russo-Japanese War, the Panama
Canal, and the Mexican Revolution added to America's
military and economic power.

As part of the increased American role in world
affairs, President Theodore Roosevelt acted as 

peacemaker to end a war between Japan and
Russia. He also sent a fleet of navy ships to sail
around the world, showing American power.

Roosevelt’s major action was to ensure the
building of the Panama Canal. The canal was want-
ed to link the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, cutting
travel time for merchant ships—and for U.S. navy
ships. Panama then was a province of Colombia,
but won its independence in a U.S.-supported
revolt. The new nation gave the United States land
to build a canal.

It took ten years to build the 50-mile-long
canal, and it was a success from the start. But
Roosevelt’s actions caused ill will toward the United
States throughout Latin America.

The president warned European nations to
keep their hands off Latin America. He also
announced his intention to intervene whenever
political turbulence in Latin America threatened
U.S. business. President Taft took such a step in
1911, sending troops to Nicaragua.

In 1913, President Woodrow Wilson took a
moral tone in Latin American policy. He said that
the United States would refuse to recognize any
Latin American government that was oppressive,
undemocratic, or opposed U.S. interests. A revolu-
tion in Mexico quickly tested this policy.
Conservatives favored by U.S. businesses that
invested in Mexico seized the Mexican govern-
ment. Wilson used a minor incident to send troops
to Veracruz. When a new leader took power in
Mexico, Wilson withdrew the troops.

Trouble did not end. A revolt against the new
Mexican government by Francisco “Pancho” Villa
involved the United States. Wilson sent General
John J. Pershing to pursue Villa and punish him for
the death of some Americans. The American sol-
diers clashed with units of the Mexican army,
straining relations. Finally, they were withdrawn.
The incident revealed Americans’ willingness to
assert their power in the western hemisphere.

Review
1. What factors shaped American imperialism?
2. How did the United States gain control of for-

mer Spanish colonies?
3. How did the United States administer its new-

found territories?
4. How did Roosevelt assert American power?

Name America Claims an Empire continued

4



The First World War 21

©
M

cD
ou

ga
l L

itt
el

l I
nc

.A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Name Date

TELESCOPING THE TIMES The First World War
CHAPTER OVERVIEW After the United States enters World War I and helps to
defeat Germany, President Wilson tries to fashion a lasting peace.

Summary

World War I Begins
MAIN IDEA As World War I intensified, the United
States was forced to abandon its neutrality.

Four factors contributed to the outbreak of
World War I in Europe:

• Nationalism: tensions grew as nations pursued
only their own interests.

• Imperialism: rivalries increased as nations jock-
eyed for power around the world.

• Militarism: the nations developed strong armed
forces to back up their growing empires.

• Alliances: a series of treaties grouped the
nations of Europe into two armed camps.

The war broke out in 1914 when a Serb killed
the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. The
alliance system resulted in Russia defending Serbia
against Austria-Hungary. Germany supported
Austria-Hungary and then declared war on Russia’s
ally, France. So Great Britain, France’s ally,
declared war on Germany. Armies soon opposed
each other across a system of trenches. Although
neither side gained territory, hundreds of thou-
sands of soldiers died.

The United States refused to join either side.
Over time, though, stories of German atrocities and
close economic ties to Great Britain and France
moved Americans toward the Allied camp. A block-
ade prevented food and fertilizer from reaching
Germany. As thousands of people starved,
Germany struck back with submarine attacks on
ships going to Great Britain. 

U.S. public opinion turned against Germany
when some Americans died in these attacks. Still,
President Wilson resisted entering the war, win-
ning re-election with the slogan “He kept us out 
of war.” In January 1917, he suggested that the
warring powers agree to a peace. Germany
responded that submarine attacks would resume—
and sink American ships. Finally, Wilson asked
Congress to declare war on Germany. It did on
April 6, 1917.

American Power
Tips the Balance

MAIN IDEA The United States mobilized a large army
and navy to help the Allies achieve victory.

The United States was not prepared for war, but
it launched a draft and quickly put about 3

million men in uniform. Women were not drafted,
but the navy accepted women volunteers as nurses
and secretaries. African Americans served in sepa-
rate units; some were trained as officers.

The government took steps to increase the
amount of shipping available so it could transport
the soldiers and their supplies to Europe. Along
with Great Britain, the United States began send-
ing merchant ships in large convoys guarded by
naval vessels. This change helped cut the number
of ships lost to submarine attacks.

At first, American soldiers were scattered
among other armies, replacing men killed or
wounded. General John J. Pershing insisted that
the American army fight as a whole. These
troops—far fresher than the other Allied soldiers—
helped throw back some major German attacks. By
October 1918, the Germans were weakened.

New weapons made the fighting in World War I
very destructive. Machine guns, tanks, and gas war-
fare could kill soldiers in large numbers. Fighting
took to the air, as both sides used war planes.
Soldiers suffered from disease and hardship as well.
While 48,000 American soldiers died in combat,
another 62,000 died of disease.

In November of 1918, German sailors, soldiers,
and civilians mutinied, refusing to continue the
war. The German kaiser abdicated his throne, and
the new government surrendered.

The War at Home
MAIN IDEA World War I spurred social, political, and
economic change in the United States.

To fight the war adequately, the United States
had to mobilize industry and labor, as well as

soldiers. Wilson named Bernard M. Baruch to head

1
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the War Industries Board (WIB), the main agency
responsible for overseeing industrial production. It
helped boost industrial output by 20 percent. But
prices rose as well.

While some industries—metal work, shipbuild-
ing, and meat packing—boomed, workers lost buy-
ing power due to higher prices. Union membership
grew dramatically. The Food Administration
encouraged people to change their eating habits to
save food for soldiers.

The government paid for the war by raising
taxes and by selling bonds, which celebrities helped
sell. To support the war effort, the Committee of
Public Information encouraged people to aid the
cause.

The war brought an anti-German backlash that
discredited things German or people of German
background. Congress passed the Espionage and
Sedition Acts to punish anyone who interfered with
the draft or the sale of war bonds or who said any-
thing that could be defined as disloyal. About 1,500
people were convicted under these laws. Some
chief targets were socialists and union leaders.

African-American leaders were divided over the
war. Some said that helping the war effort would
enhance the fight for equality. Others said that
without equality, blacks should not help. The main
effect of the war on African Americans was to spur
the Great Migration—the movement of thousands
of blacks from the South to the cities of the North.
They tried to escape harsh treatment in the South
and hoped to find jobs and equality in the North.

Women played new roles, taking jobs that had
been held only by men in the past. Their contribu-
tion helped increase support for woman suffrage
and ensured ratification, in 1920, of the Nineteenth
Amendment giving women the right to vote. About
500,000 Americans died in a worldwide flu epidem-
ic of 1919.

Wilson Fights for Peace
MAIN IDEA European leaders opposed most of Wilson's
peace plan, and the U.S. Senate failed to ratify the peace
treaty.

President Wilson traveled to Europe to push for
a peace plan—called the Fourteen Points—

that he hoped would prevent future wars. He
hoped to remove the causes of war by eliminating
secret treaties and reducing imperialism. Other

points aimed at specific adjustments to boundaries.
Underlying these points was Wilson’s goal of allow-
ing ethnic groups to determine their own fate.
Finally, Wilson proposed creating an international
organization called the League of Nations to give
nations a chance to discuss and settle their disputes
without resorting to war.

Wilson lost almost all of his points: Great
Britain, France, and Italy—the victors—were
determined to punish Germany for the war. The
Treaty of Versailles, which established the peace,
created nine new nations in Europe. It carved out
parts of the Ottoman Empire—which had allied
with Germany—to create temporary colonies for
Great Britain and France in the Middle East. It
took away Germany’s army and navy and forced
Germany to pay war damages, or reparations, to
the victors. In one provision, Germany had to
admit to guilt for causing the war.

The treaty had three weaknesses. One was the
harsh treatment of Germany, which weakened that
nation’s economy and aroused resentment there.
Second, the treaty ignored the new Communist
government in Russia. Third, it did nothing to rec-
ognize nationalist desires in the colonies of
European powers.

Many Americans opposed the treaty, which they
believed was unjust and imperfect. The main
debate was over the League of Nations—the only
of Wilson’s Fourteen Points contained in the treaty.
Many people believed that joining the League
would involve the United States in foreign conflicts.
Wilson refused to compromise on the League or
accept amendments to the treaty proposed by
Republican leaders. The Senate failed to ratify the
treaty, and the United States never entered the
League of Nations.

In Europe, the war created political instability
and violence that lasted for decades. The unre-
solved issues or World War I, along with many
Germans’ desire for vengeance, would plunge the
world into an even greater conflict.

Review
1. What factors led to war in Europe?
2. What led the United States into World War I?
3. How did the war change American society?
4. What was contained in the Treaty of Versailles

and why did Americans object?

Name The First World War continued
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Americans Struggle with
Postwar Issues

MAIN IDEA A desire for normality after the war and 
a fear of communism and "foreigners" led to postwar 
isolationism.

Events in faraway Russia had an effect on the
United States after World War I. Massive

protests led the Russian ruler to step down from
the throne in March 1917. In November of that
year, radicals seized the government and estab-
lished the world’s first Communist state. Soon, this
new government issued a call for worldwide revolu-
tion. Its leaders wanted to overthrow the capitalist
system and abolish private property.

About 70,000 people, called “Reds,” joined the
new Communist party in the United States. Though
their numbers were small, their radicalism and
threats aroused fear among many people. As a 
“Red Scare” swept the nation, Attorney General 
A. Mitchell Palmer decided to remove the threat.

Palmer formed a new agency in the Justice
Department to find and punish radicals. His agents
arrested Communists, Socialists, and anarchists,
who opposed any government at all. The agents
often disregarded the rights of the people they
arrested. Hundreds of radicals were sent out of the
country without a trial. But Palmer never found
evidence of a conspiracy to overthrow the govern-
ment, and the fear passed.

The U.S. was actually becoming isolationist
again—pulling away from world affairs. Dislike 
of foreigners resulted in a new immigration law.
With the Emergency Quota Act of 1921, Congress
limited the number of people admitted into the
country each year. A revised version passed in 1924
cut the flow of immigrants from Eastern and
Southern Europe. It put a stop to Japanese immi-
gration altogether. In 1929, Congress voted to fur-
ther limit the number of immigrants admitted each
year.

Many suffered in the hysteria. A celebrated case
involved two Italian immigrants, Nicola Sacco and

Bartolomeo Vanzetti. The pair—both admitted rad-
icals—were arrested for a double murder during a
robbery in Massachusetts. Although the case was
not strong, they were convicted and executed.
Protests poured in from around the world.

The “Red Scare” revealed a general sense of
unease in society, as did the revival of the Ku Klux
Klan. The Klan began to flourish in the early
1920s. Klan leaders opposed African Americans,
Jews, immigrants, and Catholics. By 1924, KKK
membership numbered about 4.5 million, and 
the Klan helped elect officeholders in many states.
Its popularity declined with increased criminal
activity.

The postwar period also saw a revival of labor
troubles. A strike of Boston police officers was
forcefully put down by Massachusetts Governor
Calvin Coolidge. Violence erupted over a massive
1919 steel strike, with workers demanding the right
to unionize. Steel makers labeled the workers as
Communists, and the strike was broken in 1920.
Later, a church group revealed the harsh conditions
in steel mills. Embarrassed steel makers shortened
the workday to eight hours. However, the steel
workers still had no union.

United Mine Workers president John L. Lewis
was able to win wage increases for coal miners. A.
Philip Randolph also successfully organized an
African-American union of railroad porters. Unions
were not generally successful in the 1920s, howev-
er, as union membership dropped from about 5
million to about 3.5 million workers.

The Harding Presidency
MAIN IDEA The Harding administration appealed to
America's desire for calm and peace after the war, but
resulted in scandal.

In the presidential election of 1920, Republicans
nominated Warren G. Harding, a pleasant man

of little ability. Harding and Calvin Coolidge swept
into office in a landslide victory.

1

TELESCOPING THE TIMES Politics of the Roaring 
Twenties

CHAPTER OVERVIEW Americans lash out at those who are different while they
enjoy prosperity and new conveniences produced by American businesses.

Summary
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In the 1920s, the United States promoted word
peace. A 1921 conference in Washington produced
a historic agreement among five major naval pow-
ers to dismantle some of their naval ships. For the
first time, nations had agreed to reduce their
weapons. In 1928, virtually all the world powers
signed the Kellogg-Briand Pact. In doing so, each
nation renounced war.

However, new conflicts arose. The U.S. wanted
Britain and France to pay their war debts. This was
difficult, since Congress had enacted a high tariff
that made it impossible for them to sell their goods
to the United States. The two countries pressured
Germany to meet its payments for reparations, but
Germany’s economy was destroyed. A series of U.S.
loans to Germany left Britain and France angry.

On the home front, President Harding’s cabinet
choices were just as burdensome. While some of
his Cabinet appointments were distinguished, a
number were soon found to be engaged in bribery
and corruption. The biggest scandals involved
tracts of public land called Teapot Dome and Elk
Hills. The lands held oil, and Secretary of the
Interior Albert Fall secretly leased the land to two
oil companies. He received money and property in
return.

Amidst rumors of corruption in his administra-
tion, Harding died. Calvin Coolidge became
president.

The Business of America
MAIN IDEA Consumer goods fueled the business boom
of the 1920s as America's standard of living soared.

American business was transforming American
society, and the automobile led the way.

America became a car culture. By the late 1920s,
about 80 percent of all motor vehicles in the world
were in the United States. States and cities built an
elaborate network of new roads and highways. As
cars made it possible for workers to live farther
from their homes, cities grew larger. Cities in Ohio
and especially Michigan grew as major centers of
automobile manufacturing.

The airplane industry grew as well. Planes car-
ried the nation’s mail, and passenger service was
introduced.

Another major change was the spread of elec-
tricity. Whereas electricity had been found only in
central cities before, it now stretched to the sub-
urbs although farms still lacked electric power.
Electrical appliances—radios, washing machines,
and vacuum cleaners among them—began appear-
ing in homes across America.

To convince people to buy these new appli-
ances, businesses adopted new methods of advertis-
ing. No longer content only to give information
about products, they now used ads to sell an image.
Widespread advertising meant that certain brand
names became nationally known. A new form of
mass entertainment—radio—provided advertisers
a way of reaching huge audiences.

The prosperity that business was generating
seemed unstoppable. National income rose from
$64 billion in 1921 to $87 billion in 1929. This
prosperity masked problems, however.

First, the business scene was not completely
healthy. As workers produced more in the same
number of hours, businesses grew, sometimes 
producing more goods than they could sell. 
Chain stores spread across the nation. With 
this growth, however, the difference in income
between business managers and workers grew.
Also, mining companies, railroads, and farms 
were suffering.

Second, consumer debt rose to alarming levels.
Businesses helped promote consumer spending by
allowing customers to buy on credit. By making the
payments low and spreading them over a long peri-
od of time, businesses made it easy for consumers
to decide to purchase all the goods that the busi-
nesses were producing.

Review
1. How did people reveal distrust of others in the

1920s?
2. What happened to the labor movement in the

1920s?
3. What progress was made toward world peace in

the 1920s?
4. What problems arose in Harding’s cabinet?
5. What problems did the business boom hide?

Name Politics of the Roaring Twenties continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The Roaring Life of the 1920s
CHAPTER OVERVIEW During the 1920s, rural America clashes with a faster-paced
urban culture. Women’s attitudes and roles change, influenced in part by the
mass media. Many African Americans join in the new urban culture.Summary

Changing Ways of Life
MAIN IDEA Americans experienced cultural conflicts as
customs and values change in the 1920s.

The 1920 census revealed that for the first time
more Americans lived in towns and cities than

in the country. The 1920s sped that process of
urbanization. New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia
became huge cities, and 65 others had more than
100,000 people. As 2 million people a year left
their farms, city values—not small-town values—
began to dominate the nation. The transition was
not always easy.

One clash concerned Prohibition, favored by
many rural people and opposed by many city
dwellers. In 1920, the Eighteenth Amendment to
the Constitution took effect and Prohibition
became law. However, the effort to stop drinking
was doomed. The government did not have enough
law officers to enforce the law. Illegal nightclubs
sprang up across the country. People began making
their own illegal liquor. Others bought from “boot-
leggers”—resulting in large sums of money flowing
to organized crime. By the middle of the decade,
only 19 percent of Americans supported
Prohibition. It remained law until 1933, however.

The country also saw a revival of Christian fun-
damentalism. Christian fundamentalists believed
that every word in the Bible was literally true.
Religious revivals and preachers drew large crowds,
especially in the South and West.

Soon fundamentalists clashed with science in
the Scopes trial. Fundamentalists, who rejected the
scientific theory of evolution, persuaded some
states to outlaw teaching of that theory in schools.
Teacher John Scopes protested the law by openly
teaching the subject. The trial brought famous
attorneys and large crowds to a small Tennessee
town. After Scopes was found guilty, the state
Supreme Court reversed the conviction.

The Twenties Woman
MAIN IDEA American women pursued new lifestyles
and assumed new jobs and different roles in society 
during the 1920s.

The new urban culture influenced many women
to demand greater freedom, symbolized by the

“flapper.” These young women wore shorter skirts,
shorter hair, and more jewelry than was customary
before. They also smoked cigarettes and drank alco-
hol. Not all young women were flappers, of course.
Many felt caught between the old values and the new.

Many women across America were adopting
new roles at work. More women worked outside
the home than before the war. They took many dif-
ferent jobs, but hundreds of thousands became
teacher and nurses, secretaries, or sales clerks.
Wherever they worked, though, women faced dis-
crimination. The 1920s began trends that continue
today: identifying jobs as women’s or men’s work
and paying women less than men.

Most married women did not work. Those who
did found it difficult to juggle the demands of both
job and family. Women also experienced changes at
home. Married women had fewer children than
before. Ready-made clothes and labor-saving
devices made housework easier. 

Other changes affected families. Marriages
were more often the result of the two partners’
choice, not their parents’ arrangements. More
teenagers stayed in school than before but some-
times rebelled against parental supervision.

Education and
Popular Culture

MAIN IDEA The mass media, movies, and spectator
sports played important roles in creating popular culture 
of the 1920s—a culture that many artists and writers 
criticized.

With prosperity and the need for a more edu-
cated workforce, more students received a

high school education. High schools changed, offer-
ing vocational training for future workers and home
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economics for future homemakers. Educators met
the challenge of teaching millions of children of
immigrants, many of whom did not know English.
As a result, an increasing number of people could
read. With these increased demands, schooling
costs rose dramatically.

American tastes were shaped by mass media.
The number of people who read newspapers
increased sharply, and national magazines flour-
ished. The most powerful of the mass media,
though, was radio. It grew into national networks
that offered programming to many millions.

The growing prosperity of the 1920s gave
Americans more money to spend—and more
leisure time in which to spend it. Fads swept the
nation. Many entertainment dollars were spent on
tickets to sporting events as athletes in many sports
set new records. Chief among them was baseball’s
Babe Ruth, a long-ball hitter.

America’s biggest hero was pilot Charles A.
Lindbergh, who thrilled the nation in 1927 by fly-
ing alone across the Atlantic Ocean.

Americans by the hundreds of thousands found
entertainment in movie theaters. For most of the
decade, the movies were silent. In 1927, Hollywood
released The Jazz Singer—the first major talking
picture. Movies, like magazines and radio, helped
create a national culture.

Many artists contributed to a flowering of
American culture. Playwright Eugene O’Neill dra-
matized family conflicts. Composer George
Gershwin wrote music that combined jazz rhythms
with classical forms. Sinclair Lewis, the first
American to win a Nobel Prize in literature, wrote
best-selling novels taking a critical look at the shal-
low life of middle-class Americans. F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s novels showed the dark underside of
the flashy life of the 1920s. Dorothy Parker, Edith
Wharton, and other women writers added a unique
perspective in their work.

The Harlem Renaissance
MAIN IDEA African-American ideas, politics, art, litera-
ture, and music flourish in Harlem and elsewhere in the
United States.

In the 1920s, hundreds of thousands of African
Americans moved to the cities of the North.

Many left the South for big cities in search of jobs.
By 1929, 40 percent of all African Americans lived
in cities. Racial riots erupted in the North, however.

W. E. B. Du Bois, president of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), protested racial violence.
Another NAACP official, James Weldon Johnson,
spearheaded the organization’s effort to get
Congress to pass a law to put an end to lynching of
African Americans. While the law never passed, the
number of lynchings did drop.

Marcus Garvey voiced a message of black pride
that appealed to many African Americans. Garvey
promoted the formation of black-owned business-
es. He also urged many African Americans to
return to Africa.

Harlem, a section of New York City, became
home to a flowering of African-American culture
called the Harlem Renaissance. Writers Claude
McKay, Langston Hughes, and Zora Neale
Hurston—among others—wrote moving poems,
plays, and novels portraying the difficulties and
pleasures of black life. Paul Robeson won renown
as an actor. Musicians Louis Armstrong, “Duke”
Ellington, and Bessie Smith delighted audiences
with jazz and blues.

This great decade of social and cultural change,
though, would soon be overshadowed by an eco-
nomic crash.

Review
1. What developments in the 1920s reflected the

clash between traditional and new values?
2. How did women’s lives change at work and at

home during the 1920s?
3. How did mass media create national culture?
4. Give three examples of personal achievements

connected with the Harlem Renaissance.

Name The Roaring Life of the 1920s continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The Great Depression Begins
CHAPTER OVERVIEW The economic boom of the 1920s collapses in 1929 as the
United States enters a deep economic depression. Millions of Americans lose
their jobs, and President Hoover is unable to end the downslide.Summary

The Nation’s Sick Economy
MAIN IDEA As the prosperity of the 1920s ended,
severe economic problems gripped the nation.

Although the economy of the 1920s boomed,
trouble lurked beneath the surface. The textile,

steel, and railroad industries were barely profitable.
Mining and lumbering were in decline. In the late
1920s, the auto, construction, and consumer goods
industries faltered. The biggest problem, though,
was in agriculture. Wartime demand for food
dropped, and farmers suffered. Unable to make
mortgage payments, many lost their land. Congress
tried to help farmers by passing laws that would
boost food prices, but President Calvin Coolidge
vetoed them.

Farmers, short on money, bought fewer goods.
That trend, combined with the consumer debt
load, cut consumer spending. Consumer spending
was also hurt by low incomes.

These problems were not completely evident in
the 1928 presidential election. Republican Herbert
Hoover, pointing to years of prosperity under presi-
dents Harding and Coolidge, won the election over
Democrat Alfred Smith.

Meanwhile, the stock market continued its
amazing rise. People bought stocks, hoping to
become rich. Many bought on margin, borrowing
against future profits to pay for stocks today. If
prices did not rise, though, there would be trouble.
Stock prices began a decline in September of 1929.
On October 29, known as Black Tuesday, they
plunged sharply. More than 16 million shares of
stock were sold that day until no more willing buy-
ers could be found. By mid-November investors
had lost more than $30 billion.

The Depression spread around the world. The
drop in consumer demand in the United States cut
European exports, hurting their economies. Also,
Congress passed a high tariff to reduce imports.
They hoped to protect American industry, but
instead cut the demand for American exports.

President Hoover tried to reassure Americans
that the economy would right itself. Many people,

panicking, pulled their money from banks. With so
many withdrawals happening so suddenly, many
banks were forced to close. When the banks failed,
other depositors lost their deposits. Businesses
began to close as well, and millions of Americans
lost their jobs. Unemployment had been 3 percent
in 1929; by 1933, it was 25 percent. Those who
kept their jobs suffered pay cuts or reduced hours.

The great stock market crash signaled the
beginning of the Great Depression. It didn’t cause
the Depression, but it hurried—and worsened—
the economic collapse. The main causes of the
Depression were a decrease in demand for
American goods overseas, farmers’ problems, the
problem of easy credit, and the fact that too few
people held too great a share of the nation’s wealth.

Hardship and Suffering
During the Depression

MAIN IDEA During the Great Depression, Americans
did what they could to survive.

The Depression devastated many Americans.
With no jobs, millions of people went hungry

or homeless. Cities across the country were full of
people who had been thrown out of their apart-
ments or homes because they couldn’t meet hous-
ing payments. They slept under newspaper or built
shantytowns. People stood in line to get food from
soup kitchens set up by charities.

African Americans and Hispanic Americans liv-
ing in the cities suffered greatly. Some suffered vio-
lence at the hands of angry whites who had lost
their jobs. These groups had higher jobless rates;
they also were given lower-paying jobs.

The Depression hurt people in rural areas, too,
although farmers could at least grow food. Still, as
food prices continued to fall, more and more farm-
ers lost their farms from failure to meet mortgage
payments. From 1929 to 1932, about 400,000 farm-
ers lost their land. To worsen matters, a long
drought struck the Great Plains. Parched land
could hold no crops. When powerful winds swept
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the plains, they blew the soil away in vast dust
storms. An area known as the Dust Bowl was hard-
est hit. Many farmers packed up their belongings
and moved to California to find work as migrant
farm workers.

The Depression placed heavy pressures on the
family. Many men felt ashamed because they had
lost their jobs. Some abandoned their families.
Women found work if they could, but they general-
ly were paid less than men. Some people, too,
argued that employers should hire men rather than
women since they were seen as the primary sup-
port for a family.

Children suffered from poor diets and lack of
health care. The number of children suffering ill-
nesses due to lack of vitamins increased. Lacking
money to continue, many school boards shut down
schools or shortened the school year. Many children
went to work to try to help their families survive.
Others rode the railways in search of better lives.

Hoover Struggles with
the Depression

MAIN IDEA President Hoover's conservative response
to the Great Depression drew criticism from many
Americans.

Economic slowdowns happen with some fre-
quency. President Hoover at first believed that

the Depression was simply another slowdown that
would end. Officials in his administration thought it
best to do nothing and let the economy heal itself.
Hoover believed government should take action,
but be careful not to take too much power.

Hoover thought that the government’s role
should be to help different groups work together to
improve the economy. He also believed that the
government should encourage private groups to
provide benefits—food and shelter—to the needy
and jobless. He did not think that the government
should provide direct aid to people, however.

Hoover met with bankers, business leaders,
and labor leaders. He urged them to work togeth-
er to revive the economy. Despite these efforts,

the economic situation simply got worse. People
expressed their frustration at the situation. Far-
mers destroyed some food or refused to work.
People without homes began to call their shanty-
towns “Hoovervilles.”

Hoover did not change his principles and offer
direct aid to the jobless and hungry. He did take
steps to have a more active government role in the
economy, however. He began a program of major
public works, including building roads, bridges, and
dams, to provide jobs. He launched a program to
try to raise food prices and urged bankers to join a
credit organization that would shore up ailing
smaller banks.

By 1932, the economy had still not improved.
Congress passed a law to lower the rates for home
mortgages, hoping to spur the construction indus-
try. Hoover created the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation, aimed at funding projects that would
create jobs. The RFC was a major change in policy,
but it came too late to help.

Hoover’s popularity plummeted even further in
1932 when World War I veterans came to Wash-
ington. They demanded early payment of the
bonuses they had been promised. This Bonus Army
began to live in tents near the Capitol building.
Hoover helped them, but after Congress voted
down the bill they had requested, he told the veter-
ans to leave. About 2,000 stayed, and Hoover
ordered the army to remove them. The sight of
U.S. army troops gassing American citizens—
including children—outraged many people. Hoover
faced the 1932 presidential campaign more unpop-
ular than ever.

Review
1. What caused the Great Depression?
2. What affect did the Depression have on different

groups of people in society?
3. How did the Depression affect the family?
4. How did President Hoover’s response to the

Depression change over time?

Name The Great Depression Begins continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The New Deal
CHAPTER OVERVIEW President Roosevelt launches a program aiming to end the
Depression. The Depression and his New Deal have profound effects.

Summary

A New Deal Fights
the Depression

MAIN IDEA After becoming president, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt used government programs to combat the
Depression.

In the 1932 election, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt—or FDR—won a landslide victory,

and Democrats took control of the House and
Senate. His policies were called the New Deal. The
first step was to reform banking: many were clos-
ing, causing panic. The new president tried to end
the crisis by temporarily closing banks and passing
a number of new laws. He reassured the nation in a
radio “fireside chat” that explained his policies.

Roosevelt acted to help farmers and other
workers. The Agricultural Adjustment Act raised
food prices. Other agencies hired jobless workers
for conservation or building projects. An agency
was created to help the needy. The National
Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA) promoted industri-
al growth. The Tennessee Valley Authority brought
flood control and electricity to a poor region.

The president’s actions were attacked by liberals
as not enough and by conservatives as too radical.
When the Supreme Court overturned the NIRA
and another New Deal law, Roosevelt proposed a
plan to add his own justices to the Court. It failed.
Eventually the Court backed the New Deal, but
the court scheme cost him support.

Three critics of Roosevelt rose to prominence.
Father Charles Coughlin blasted the president on
his popular radio show. Dr. Francis Townsend pro-
posed a national pension for the elderly. Huey
Long, a politician from Louisiana, proclaimed a
plan called “Share Our Wealth.”

The Second New
Deal Takes Hold

MAIN IDEA The Second New Deal included new pro-
grams to extend federal aid and stimulate the nation's
economy.

The economy improved, but not enough.
Buoyed by Democratic gains in Congress,

Roosevelt launched the Second New Deal to pro-
vide additional relief to farmers and workers.
Helping him maintain popularity was his wife,
Eleanor. The president easily won re-election in
1936.

The Supreme Court had struck down the first
New Deal act to help farmers. In the Second New
Deal, Roosevelt won passage of new laws aimed at
conserving soil, providing loans, and offering mort-
gage relief. A new agency, the Works Progress
Administration (WPA), was started to fund projects
that would create jobs. Between 1935 and 1943, it
gave jobs to more than 8 million people. They built
public buildings, made clothes and constructed or
repaired 651,000 miles of roads and streets.

The Second New Deal tried to help workers by
setting a national minimum wage, limiting the work
week, and requiring employers to pay overtime.
The Wagner Act recognized workers’ right to orga-
nize unions.

The Second New Deal also set up the social
security system. It made payments to retirees, dis-
abled workers, the unemployed, and families with
dependent children. 

Finally, the Second New Deal included the
Rural Electrification Administration. It provided
more electrical power in rural areas.

The New Deal Affects
Many Groups

MAIN IDEA The New Deal policies and actions affected
various social and ethnic groups.

Women benefited from the New Deal.
Agencies did not discriminate in hiring, giv-

ing many women new opportunities. Roosevelt
named the first female cabinet secretary—Frances
Perkins—and appointed many women judges.
Women still struggled against discrimination, how-
ever. Agencies and businesses did not hire women
in proportion to their numbers in the population,
and women continued to be paid less than men.
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Mary McLeod Bethune, an African-American
woman, became head of the Division of Negro
Affairs of the National Youth Association. She
helped blacks gain access to the agency’s programs
and organized an unofficial “Black Cabinet” to
advise the president. Roosevelt, however, never
pressed for full civil rights for African Americans; he
feared losing the support of white Southerners.
Despite this lack of vigorous support for civil rights,
most African Americans backed him and the New
Deal. Mexican Americans did, too. Roosevelt’s
Commissioner of Indian Affairs helped pass the
Indian Reorganization Act, strengthening Native
American land claims.

Roosevelt and the Democratic party forged a
new political coalition of Southern whites, urban
voters, African Americans, and unionized workers.
Labor was a key part of this coalition. New Deal
laws made it easier for workers to organize. During
the 1930s, union membership soared from less than
3 to more than 10 million. The United Mine
Workers and United Auto Workers, with some other
unions, split from the American Federation of
Labor (AFL) to form a new group, the Congress of
Industrial Organizations (CIO). To win gains, labor
often had to strike. Sometimes the strikes turned
violent.

Culture of the 1930s
MAIN IDEA Motion pictures, radio, art, and literature
blossomed during the New Deal.

During the Depression, the radio and film
industries flourished. About 90 percent of all

households owned radios, and 65 percent of the
population went to a movie once a week. The
movies offered drama, comedies, and entertaining
musicals. Hollywood became identified with glam-
our and sophistication. Families typically gathered
by their radio each evening to hear their favorite
shows. President Roosevelt addressed the nation in
his “fireside chats” on several occasions.

The art and literature of the 1930s was more
sober, offering serious critiques of American society
or uplifting messages about the strength of charac-
ter and values of the people. One branch of the
WPA, the Federal Arts Project, paid artists to cre-
ate posters, murals, and other public works of art.

The Federal Theater Project brought drama to
communities across the country. Some writers had
work funded by the Federal Writers’ Project. A
famous author of the period was John Steinbeck.
His novel The Grapes of Wrath showed the suffer-
ing caused by the Dust Bowl.

The Impact of the New Deal
MAIN IDEA The New Deal affected American society not
only in the 1930s but also in the decades that followed.

By 1937, the economy had recovered enough to
convince many Americans that the Depression

was over. Unemployment, still high, was much less
than earlier in the decade. Many politicians pushed
Roosevelt to cut back on New Deal programs. He
did, and the economy fell back again. However,
Roosevelt did not restore the New Deal.

Opinion on the New Deal still differs. Conser-
vatives say that under Roosevelt the federal govern-
ment grew too large and extended into everyday
life. Liberals say that the New Deal didn’t go far
enough in restructuring the economy and wealth.
Supporters say that Roosevelt managed a balance
between preserving the existing economic system
and reforming it.

The New Deal did result in expanded power for
the federal government. It also relieved the suffer-
ing of many people, struggling in the midst of the
Depression’s harshest years. It boosted the rights of
workers to unionize and aided farmers by creating
a program of price supports that remained in effect
for decades. Many banking and finance reforms
begun under the New Deal are still in action, and
Americans are still benefiting from Roosevelt’s
environmental protection efforts. Perhaps the
longest-lasting New Deal programs are social secu-
rity and the creation of the Tennessee Valley
Authority.

Review
1. Describe actions taken in the first New Deal.
2. Describe policies of the Second New Deal.
3. How did the New Deal affect various groups?
4. What trends shaped American culture during the

Depression?
5. Evaluate the impact of the New Deal.

Name The New Deal continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES World War Looms
CHAPTER OVERVIEW An imperfect peace leads to the rise of dictators who 
brutally suppress opponents and innocent people at home and attack their
neighbors. Soon the United States is drawn into worldwide war.Summary

Dictators Threaten
World Peace

MAIN IDEA The rise of rulers with total power in Europe
and Asia led to World War II.

The Treaty of Versailles created problems that
led to new dangers. Germans resented losing

territory and being blamed for starting the war.
New democratic governments in many nations
were weak. Soon dictators seized power.

In the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin focused on
creating a communist state, in which the state takes
ownership of farms and factories away from indi-
viduals. He also made the nation a huge police
state, in which anyone who criticized him or his
policies was arrested and removed.

In Italy, Benito Mussolini came to power as
head of a fascist movement. Fascism combines
nationalism with a strong central government,
though it avoids communism’s direct control of
farms and factories. Mussolini crushed all foes.

In Germany, Adolf Hitler hoped to unite all
German-speaking people into a new German
empire. Hitler believed that Germans—especially
blond, blue-eyed “Aryans”—were a master race,
fated to achieve power over all “inferior races.”
Hitler also believed that Germany had to expand its
territory to thrive. His political movement was
called Nazism, which combined extreme national-
ism with racism and expansionism. Once appointed
chancellor, Hitler seized all power.

In Japan, military leaders believed that more
land and resources were needed. In 1931, they
launched an attack on a province of China. With
success there, Japanese militarists gained control of
Japan’s government. The League of Nations’ failure
to stop Japan emboldened Hitler and Mussolini.
Hitler rebuilt the German armed forces, breaking
the Versailles treaty. Mussolini conquered Ethiopia,
in Africa.

World nations responded weakly to these
threats to peace. Most Americans wanted the U.S.
to avoid foreign conflicts. In the Neutrality Acts,

Congress outlawed arms sales or loans to nations 
at war. In 1935, a civil war broke out in Spain
between an elected government and a group of 
fascists. The U.S. government remained neutral. 
By 1937, Roosevelt was less willing to remain neu-
tral to the dictators’ growing power. When Japan
invaded China that year, he continued to send arms
and supplies to China.

War in Europe
MAIN IDEA Using the sudden mass attack called
blitzkrieg, Germany invaded and quickly conquered
many European countries.

In Europe, Hitler continued plans to increase
German power. In 1937, Germany annexed

Austria. The next year, Hitler claimed that
Germans living in an area of Czechoslovakia were
being mistreated. Great Britain and France
appeased Hitler by letting him take over this area.
Hitler promised it would be his last land seizure.

The next year, Hitler claimed persecution of
Germans in Poland. Many people thought he
would never attack Poland for fear of the Soviet
Union, on Poland’s eastern border. Then Germany
and the Soviet Union signed an agreement not to
attack each other.

On September 1, 1939, Hitler launched World
War II by attacking Poland. The Germans used
tanks and planes in an attack called blitzkrieg, or
“lightning war.” They overran Poland quickly. Great
Britain and France declared war on Germany. For
the next few months, both sides prepared for war.

Meanwhile, Stalin seized some Baltic states and
then occupied Finland. In the spring of 1940,
Hitler attacked and captured Denmark, Norway,
the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg. His
forces overran France. Only Great Britain was left
uninvaded. However, Hitler’s air force bombed
Britain frequently. The Royal Air Force, though,
destroyed many German planes and won the Battle
of Britain.
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The Holocaust
MAIN IDEA During the Holocaust, the Nazis systemati-
cally executed 6 million Jews and 5 million other "non-
Aryans."

Part of Hitler’s plan for Germany was to make
the country racially pure. In 1933, he ordered

all non-Aryans out of government jobs. In 1935,
new laws hurt the people who were Hitler’s main
target: the Jews. They lost their civil rights and
property. In 1938, the Nazis terrorized Jews in a
night of attacks. During the Nazis’ rise to power,
Jews left Germany in great numbers. The United
States accepted some 100,000 refugees, but refused
to accept more. Many Americans feared competi-
tion for scarce Depression-era jobs.

In 1939, the Nazis adopted a horrible “final
solution” to what they called “the Jewish problem.”
Jews who were healthy would be seized and sent to
slave labor camps. The rest would be taken and sys-
tematically killed. Some Jews were crowded into
ghettos, special sections of cities. Most were taken
to concentration camps where they suffered
hunger, illness, overwork, and death. In 1941, the
Nazis built special “death camps” meant solely to
kill people in mass numbers. Prisoners were gassed
or shot. Some died in horrible medical “experi-
ments.” Nearly six million Jews died in the death
camps. The Nazis also murdered many other peo-
ples: Soviets, Poles, gypsies, homosexuals, and the
disabled. Remarkably, some survived to tell the
world of the atrocity.

America Moves Toward War
MAIN IDEA In response to the fighting in Europe, the
United States provided economic and military aid to help
the Allies achieve victory.

According to the Neutrality Acts, the United
States could not enter the war in Europe to aid

Poland after Germany invaded Poland. However,
President Roosevelt began preparing the nation for

war. He persuaded Congress to amend the acts,
allowing the United States to sell weapons to Great
Britain and France. When Japan signed an agree-
ment with Germany and Italy, many Americans
were alarmed. Roosevelt increased the aid to Great
Britain. At the same time, Congress passed a mili-
tary draft and began training men for the armed
forces. In 1940, Roosevelt broke tradition and ran
for a third term as president. He won.

Roosevelt spoke to Americans of the threat the
Hitler posed. He proposed increasing American
armaments to loan to Great Britain. He stopped
short of entering the war. Some aid went to the
Soviet Union, too: Hitler had broken his agreement
with Stalin in 1941 and attacked his former ally.
The Germans used submarines to attack the
American ships carrying weapons and supplies to
its enemies.

In August 1941, Roosevelt met with British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill. They issued the
Atlantic Charter, a statement of goals for which the
war was being fought. The United States had not
yet entered that war, however. German submarines
attacked American ships, but Roosevelt felt he
lacked support to declare war.

In the Pacific, conflict grew between Japan and
the United States. When Japan seized Indochina,
the United States protested. Peace talks between the
two countries began in late 1941. On December 7,
1941, however, the Japanese attacked the main U.S.
naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack left
many navy ships destroyed and others crippled. The
next day, President Roosevelt asked Congress for a
declaration of war, which was quickly approved.

Review
1. What led to the rise of dictators?
2. How did Germany begin World War II?
3. How did Nazis treat their enemies?
4. How did America enter World War II?

Name World War Looms continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The United States
in World War II

CHAPTER OVERVIEW Soldiers abroad and Americans at home join in the effort to
win World War II, which ends with victory for the allies. But American society is
transformed in the process.

Summary

Mobilizing for Defense
MAIN IDEA Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the
United States mobilized for war.

Fighting a war on two fronts required large
numbers of soldiers. About 5 million volun-

teered to enter the armed forces; another 10 mil-
lion were drafted. After eight weeks of basic train-
ing, former civilians became soldiers. Among them
were about 300,000 Mexican Americans, a million
African Americans, and many thousand Asian and
Native Americans.

To free more men for combat, the army created
the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC). About
200,000 women served in the military even though
they did not receive the same pay or benefits as
male soldiers.

The nation’s factories converted from peacetime
to wartime production. Automakers made planes,
tanks, and other vehicles; shipyards built warships.
About 18 million workers—one third of them
women—kept these war industries productive.
African Americans pushed for—and won—equal
access to jobs in war industries.

Through the Office of Scientific Research and
Development (OSRD) the government recruited
scientists to develop new weapons and medicines.
This effort produced radar, sonar, penicillin and
other “miracle” drugs. The most significant result
of OSRD research was the secret development of
the atomic bomb.

The government also created the Office of Price
Administration (OPA). The OPA froze the prices of
consumer goods and issued ration books, restricting
access to scarce goods such as gasoline and meat.
Most Americans cooperated with rationing. They
also bought war bonds and collected scrap paper or
metal to help the soldiers fighting overseas.

The War for Europe
and North Africa

MAIN IDEA Allied forces led by the United States and
Great Britain battled Axis powers for control of Europe
and North Africa.

President Franklin Roosevelt met with British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill in late 1941.

They agreed to concentrate their efforts first on
defeating Hitler’s Germany. They also began a close
alliance between the two nations.

At first, many U.S. ships were destroyed by
German submarines. Eventually, the Allies won the
battle of the Atlantic by using convoys and radar to
sink submarines and by relying on the tremendous
output of American shipyards.

The German attack on the Soviet Union, begun
in 1941, stalled in early 1942. They moved to take
Stalingrad and oil fields in the south, but the Soviet
army trapped a large German force in the city. In
February 1943, the army’s remnants surrendered.
Just months later, the Americans and British
pushed the Germans out of North Africa. The
Allies were on the move.

The Americans and British next captured Sicily,
leading the war-weary Italian king to overthrow dic-
tator Benito Mussolini. Hitler seized Italy, however,
and dug in to fight. The Allies’ advance through
Italy was slow and bloody.

Meanwhile, the Americans and British launched a
massive invasion to liberate western Europe. Landing
on June 6, 1944, in northern France, the Allies
forced the Germans off the coast and began to
advance eastward. By August, they had liberated
Paris, and by the fall they had entered Germany. The
Germans began a counterattack in December. They
cut deeply into Allied lines at first, but the Allies
responded quickly. This battle—called the Battle of
the Bulge—was Germany’s last gasp. At the same
time, the Soviets entered Germany from the east.
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As the Allied armies advanced, they began to
find the death camps that the Nazis had built to kill
millions of Jews and others. The Soviets reached
Berlin in April 1945. Hitler committed suicide, and
a week later Germany surrendered.

The War in the Pacific
MAIN IDEA In order to defeat Japan and end the war in
the Pacific, the United States unleashed a terrible new
weapon, the atomic bomb.

After Pearl Harbor, Japan captured large parts of
Asia and the Pacific. The United States struck

back. First there was a token air raid on Tokyo that
lifted American spirits. Then there were major vic-
tories in the battles of Coral Sea and Midway, stop-
ping planned Japanese invasions. The enemy lost
valuable aircraft carriers and planes.

U.S. strategy called for leapfrogging, island by
island, across the Pacific toward Japan. The Allies
took Guadalcanal in 1943 and gradually moved
northwest, recapturing the Philippines in 1944.
Next was the extremely bloody battle for Iwo Jima.

As Americans neared Japan, President
Roosevelt died. Vice President Harry S. Truman
took over while the Allies won a costly battle in
Okinawa. U.S. leaders feared similar high casualties
if Japan itself had to be invaded.

In February 1945, while war with Japan was still
raging, Roosevelt met with Churchill and Stalin at
the Soviet resort city of Yalta. The Allied leaders’
major agreements were to:

• divide Germany into 4 zones
• get Soviet help against Japan
• create the United Nations
President Truman learned of the secret effort to

develop an atomic bomb. Scientists were split over
whether or not to use the bomb on Japan, but
Truman decided to authorize using the weapon. On
August 6, 1945, the United States dropped an
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, leveling the city. When
the Japanese did not surrender, another bomb was
dropped on Nagasaki. Finally the Japanese agreed
to end the war.

The Allies took steps to punish the Nazi and
Japanese leaders that they held responsible for the
war and for cruel treatment of prisoners and civil-
ians. The United States occupied Japan, helping
create a democratic government.

The Home Front
MAIN IDEA After World War II, Americans adjusted to
new economic opportunities and harsh social tensions.

The economy boomed during World War II, and
workers’ wages rose significantly. Farmers

enjoyed good weather and high demand for their
crops, enabling them to thrive. The share of
women in the work force rose to 35 percent. Many
Americans relocated, moving to find the growing
defense jobs in the Middle Atlantic states,
Michigan, Florida, and the Pacific coast states.
Rapid urban growth led to a housing shortage.

People had to adjust to new family situations.
The marriage rate boomed during the war—as did
the divorce rate after servicemen returned to civil-
ian life. Single mothers juggled jobs and childrear-
ing. Congress passed a law called the GI Bill of
Rights allowing returning servicemen to attend col-
lege or technical school with paid tuition.

African-American service personnel served hon-
orably in segregated units. At home, large numbers
of African Americans got well-paying skilled jobs.
But racial tension erupted into violence in many
cities, notably Detroit in 1943. Many communities
started committees to improve race relations.
Mexican-American civilians also suffered discrimi-
nation and violence in the 1943 riots in Los
Angeles.

Japanese-American civilians suffered the most.
Their homes, businesses, and possessions were
taken when they were sent to internment camps.
Some young males joined the army to show their
loyalty. Others sued the government to end the
internment, but the courts refused. Not until 
1990 did the government make reparation—
compensation—payments to all those who had
been interned.

Review
1. How did the United States provide the people

and weapons to fight the war?
2. How did the Allies defeat Germany and Italy?
3. How did the Allies defeat Japan?
4. What social and economic changes arose from

the war?

Name The United States in World War II continued

3

4



Cold War Conflicts 35

©
M

cD
ou

ga
l L

itt
el

l I
nc

.A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Name Date

TELESCOPING THE TIMES Cold War Conflicts
CHAPTER OVERVIEW After World War II, tensions between the United States and
the Soviet Union lead to a war without direct military confrontation—a Cold War.

Summary

Origins of the Cold War
MAIN IDEA The United States and the Soviet Union
emerged from World War II as two "superpowers" with
vastly different political and economic systems.

The Cold War was the state of hostility without
direct military confrontation between the

United States and the Soviet Union. The formation
of the United Nations (UN) in 1945, which was
intended to keep peace, did not succeed in stop-
ping the conflicts between these two superpowers. 

One reason for the start of the Cold War was
the conflicting political and economic systems of
the United States and Soviet Union. In the U.S.
system of democracy and capitalism, citizens elect
their political leaders and are free to buy and sell
products in an open market. However, in the Soviet
Communist system, the leaders of the Communist
party chose the nation’s leaders, and government
officials decide what products are available to buy. 

Another reason for the outbreak of the Cold
War was the disagreement over the future of
Europe after World War II. The Truman adminis-
tration wanted strong, stable democracies in
Europe to prevent totalitarianism and to provide a
market to sell U.S. products. Soviet leader Joseph
Stalin, on the other hand, wanted control of
Eastern Europe to protect against another invasion
from the west and to rebuild the Soviet Union’s
own war-damaged economy. 

To achieve his goals, Stalin set up Communist
governments in Eastern Europe. Because these
new Communist countries were dominated by the
Soviet Union, they were called satellite nations. In
1946 Winston Churchill announced that Europe
had been divided by an “iron curtain” into East and
West, communism and capitalism.

To stop further Soviet influence in Europe, the
Truman administration adopted a policy of contain-
ment. Under the Truman Doctrine, the United
States could send military and economic aid to any
country trying to prevent a Communist takeover.
To rebuild Europe after the war and encourage
capitalism, the Marshall Plan provided billions of
dollars to those nations that cooperated with U.S.

economic goals. Germany was split in two—West
Germany and the Soviet-dominated East Germany.

The United States also formed a defensive mili-
tary alliance with its European allies called the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The
members of NATO pledged that an attack on one
country was an attack on all.

The Cold War Heats Up
MAIN IDEA After World War II, China became a
Communist nation and Korea was split into a Communist
North and a democratic South.

After defeating the Japanese in World War II,
the U.S. supported Chinese Nationalist Army

lead by Chiang Kai-shek fought Mao Zedong’s
Communist forces. Mao won this civil war in 1948
and made China a Communist country. Chiang and
his followers fled to Taiwan, an island off China’s
southeast coast.

At the end of World War II, Korea was divided
along the 38th parallel into two separate countries:
the Communist North and the capitalist South.
When the North Korean army invaded South
Korea in 1950 to unify the country, the United
States called on the members of the United
Nations to help. 

Under the command of U.S. General Douglas
MacArthur, troops from 21 UN countries—about
90 percent of them American—fought with the
South Korean army. MacArthur was able to push
the North Koreans toward the Chinese border, but
then, Communist Chinese troops attacked, driving
MacArthur and his troops back into South Korea.
Although the fighting remained fierce, neither side
gained much ground. 

MacArthur wanted to use nuclear weapons to
invade China, but Truman opposed this expansion
of the war. When MacArthur continued to argue
for his plan in the press, Truman fired him as com-
mander. Finally, after three years, the war ended in
a stalemate with North and South Korea honoring
the 38th parallel as the border dividing them.
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The Cold War at Home
MAIN IDEA During the late 1940s and early 1950s, fear
of Communism led to reckless charges against innocent
citizens.

Many Americans felt threatened by the rise of
Communist governments in Europe and Asia.

Some even felt that Communists could threaten
the U.S. government from within.

Pressured by his Republican critics to do some-
thing, President Truman set up a Loyalty Review
Board to investigate government employees. This
board questioned more than 3 million people and
removed about 200 from their jobs.

In 1947, a Congressional committee called the
House Committee on Un-American Activities
(HUAC) began an investigation of Communist
influence in the movie industry. Although most
people brought before the committee cooperated,
ten men refused. These men, known as the
Hollywood Ten, felt that the committee’s questions
were unconstitutional, and they went to prison for
refusing to answer. Their careers were ruined. 

In 1950, over Truman’s veto, Congress passed
the McCarran Act that outlawed the planning of
any action that might lead to the subversion, or
overthrow, of the U.S. government. 

Two spy cases in the late 1940s increased fears
of communism. The first involved a State
Department official named Alger Hiss, who was
accused of spying for the Soviet Union. In the sec-
ond case, Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, members of
the American Communist Party, were convicted of
helping to give the Soviets information about the
atomic bomb. The Rosenbergs were executed for
their crime.

In the early 1950s, Republican Senator Joseph
McCarthy claimed that hundreds of Communists
had infiltrated the State Department. McCarthy
never actually produced any evidence to prove his
accusations, but his Republican colleagues in the
Senate encouraged his bullying tactics, known as
McCarthyism. 

McCarthy’s unsupported charges violated the
constitutional rights of the people he accused and
often ruined their careers. Then in 1954, during
televised hearings into the U.S. Army, McCarthy’s
vicious behavior was revealed to American viewers.
As a result, he lost public support, and the Senate
voted to condemn him for improper conduct. 

Two Nations Live
on the Edge

MAIN IDEA During the late 1950s, the United States and
the Soviet Union came to the brink of nuclear war.

By 1953, the United States and the Soviet Union
had developed both the atomic bomb and the

hydrogen bomb, or H-bomb. The administration of
President Dwight D. Eisenhower announced that,
if necessary, it was prepared to use all of its nuclear
weapons against the Soviet Union. The Soviets
responded by building more nuclear bombs, thus
starting an arms race with the United States. This
willingness of the U.S. to go to an all-out war was
known as brinkmanship.

Other developments also increased hostilities.
In the early 1950s, the United States used the
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to interfere with
some foreign governments through covert opera-
tions, or secret activities. Meanwhile, in response to
the growth of NATO, the Soviets formed a military
alliance with their Eastern European satellites
called the Warsaw Pact.

In 1956, the new head of the Soviet Communist
Party, Nikita Khrushchev, crushed a growing
reform movement in Hungary by sending in Soviet
tanks. That same year, the Soviets threatened to
launch a missile attack against British, French, and
Israeli troops who had seized control of the Suez
Canal, an international waterway located in Egypt.

The United States and the Soviet Union fought
the Cold War in the skies. The Soviets shocked the
world in 1957 by launching Sputnik I, the first
unmanned artificial satellite. In 1960 the Soviets
shot down a CIA spy plane, the U-2, over its terri-
tory and captured the pilot. Although the pilot was
eventually returned to the United States, the U-2
incident further damaged U.S.-Soviet relations.

Review
1. What was the Cold War and how did it start?
2. Why did the United States get involved in the

Korean War?
3. Why did fear of communism sweep the nation in

the late 1940s and 1950s? What were some
direct effects of this fear?

4. List some events of the 1950s that increased hos-
tilities between the United States and the Soviet
Union.

Name Cold War Conflicts continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The Postwar Boom
CHAPTER OVERVIEW Postwar America sees a huge economic boom fueled by
consumer spending that is spurred by the mass media, especially television. But
many find themselves mired in poverty and stifled by discrimination.Summary

Postwar America
MAIN IDEA The Truman and Eisenhower administra-
tions led the nation to make social, economic, and politi-
cal adjustments following World War II.

Millions of returning soldiers used the GI Bill
of Rights to get an education and buy a

home. To meet a housing shortage, developers such
as William Levitt built thousands of homes. The
houses looked exactly alike, but were affordable.
Many families moved to the growing suburbs.

The U.S. economy adjusted to peacetime.
When the war ended, many defense workers were
laid off. When price controls ended, prices shot up.
But responding to years of pent-up demand—and
using millions of dollars saved during the war—
people began to buy cars, appliances, and housing.
Soon the economy boomed.

Labor strife arose just after the war. A steel-
worker strike was followed by coal miners and rail-
road workers. President Truman threatened to
draft the workers into the army and order them
back to work. The unions agreed to return to work.

Voters showed a growing conservative outlook.
In the fall of 1946 they put conservative
Republicans in control of both the Senate and the
House. The Republicans opposed Truman’s domes-
tic program, including the civil rights bills he pro-
posed for African Americans. Truman used an
executive order to desegregate the armed forces,
but his commitment to civil rights helped split the
Democratic party. Winning the party nomination
for president in 1948, he insisted on strong support
for civil rights. Many Southern Democrats called
“Dixiecrats” left the party to form their own party.
Polls predicted that Truman would lose the election
to Tom Dewey, the Republican candidate. Truman
campaigned vigorously against the “do-nothing”
Republican Congress and won victory. Truman
could not get all of his domestic “Fair Deal” pro-
grams approved by Congress, however, and by
1952, he had lost popularity.

The Republicans nominated war hero Dwight
D. Eisenhower, who won due to his popularity and

voter disenchantment with Democrats. He fol-
lowed conservative policies. While he did not
believe that the government should be involved in
desegregation, he did use federal troops to back a
federal court ruling to desegregate schools. He sup-
ported increased funding for housing and the cre-
ation of an interstate highway system. Very popular,
he won reelection in 1956.

The American Dream
in the Fifties

MAIN IDEA During the 1950s, the economy boomed,
and many Americans enjoyed material comfort.

The postwar economy was changing, with
greater emphasis on service industries such as

sales and communications. More and more workers
held white-collar jobs in these industries. Critics of
the new world of business emphasizing loyalty said
that it promoted a sameness of behavior and a loss
of individuality as conglomerates formed and fran-
chises developed.

Many Americans enjoyed the benefits of this
new economy, though. Postwar America saw a great
burst of population called the baby boom, prompt-
ed by the reuniting of families, growing prosperity,
and medical advances such as the vaccine to pre-
vent polio. Popular culture glorified a woman’s role
as mother, but many women were dissatisfied with
suburban life. By 1960, about 40 percent of women
with children worked outside the home.

Leisure time—on the increase—was spent on
active and spectator sports and reading. Many
activities reflected the growing number of children.

A major part of the postwar economic boom
was the auto industry, made possible by easy credit
and cheap gasoline. Car ownership—which
increased from 40 to 60 million vehicles—was nec-
essary in the suburbs. Travel over distances was
made easier by the new interstate highway system,
which people used for vacation travel. Increased
driving led to more pollution.

By the mid-1950s, nearly 60 percent of all
Americans were in the middle class. Success
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became equated with buying goods such as clothing
made from new synthetic fibers and appliances.
They were encouraged by companies that intro-
duced new models, offered easy credit, and flooded
the media with tempting ads.

Popular Culture
MAIN IDEA Mainstream Americans as well as the
nation's subcultures, embraced new forms of entertain-
ment during the 1950s.

The main vehicle of popular culture in the
1950s was television. TV ownership jumped

from 9 percent of all homes in 1950 to 90 percent
in 1960. Stations spread across the country, and
many shows became widely popular.

Critics said that the new medium focused on
white, suburban America, rarely showing women,
African Americans, or Hispanics—and often por-
traying them only in stereotyped roles. They com-
plained that there was too much violence.

As dramas and sitcoms moved to television,
radio programming changed to focus on news,
music, and local interest. The industry thrived, as
the number of stations rose by 50 percent. The
movie industry suffered from TV’s competition,
however. To survive, Hollywood produced spectac-
ular movies that shined on a big screen.

While popular culture showed the suburban
way of life, other movements presented other
visions. The movement was led by nonconformist
artists, poets, and writers. Followers of this move-
ment were called beats, or beatniks. Writers Allen
Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac captured the rebel-
liousness of the era, criticizing the materialism of
mainstream culture. A new music—an electrified
rhythm and blues called rock ’n’ roll—spread
across the country, attracting young people. The
biggest star was Elvis Presley, with 45 songs that
sold more than one million copies. African-
American entertainers got increasing exposure in
the media. At the same time, many radio stations
played music primarily intended for African-
American audiences—indicating ongoing racial ten-
sions in the nation.

The Other America
MAIN IDEA Amidst the prosperity of the 1950s, millions
of Americans lived in poverty.

While prosperity reached many, it was not uni-
versal—one in four Americans in 1962 was

poor. Contributing to the problem was “white flight”
from the cities and increasing migration of African
Americans from the rural South to cities. As more
whites left the cities, so did businesses. With fewer
jobs available, more citydwellers fell into poverty.
Another urban problem was the lack of housing: mil-
lions of new homes had been built in the suburbs,
but few in the cities. An urban renewal movement
began, but sometimes old, decayed housing was torn
down for highways, and shopping centers—not new
housing. This and other problems spurred a wave of
activism among minorities.

During World War II, hundreds of thousands of
Mexicans came to the United States to work as
migrant farm workers. Afterwards, many decided to
stay illegally. Many other Mexicans came to the
United States to join them. At the same time,
Mexican Americans fought for equal rights. In the
late-1940s the Unity League of California was
founded to register Mexican Americans for the
vote.

Native Americans, too, struggled for equal
rights. Their position was made more difficult by
the government’s new policy of termination, meant
to end federal responsibility for Native American
affairs. The Bureau of Indian Affairs moved thou-
sands of Native Americans to cities and helped
them find places to live and jobs. But the policy
failed to address discrimination and took away the
Native Americans’ medical care. The termination
policy was abandoned in 1963.

Review
1. What social, economic, and political changes

occurred after World War II?
2. What were the benefits and costs of prosperity in

the 1950s?
3. Describe the values of 1950s popular culture and

the subcultures that arose in opposition.
4. What groups were not touched by the prosperity

of the 1950s?

Name The Postwar Boom continued
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Kennedy and the Cold War
MAIN IDEA The Kennedy administration faced some of
the most dangerous Soviet confrontations in American
society.

As Eisenhower’s second term drew to a close,
Americans were restless. Soviet advances

seemed to show that the United States was losing
the Cold War. Democratic candidate John F.
Kennedy defeated Republican Richard Nixon, the
Vice President, in an extremely close election.

Kennedy won in 1960 because he had a well-
organized campaign. He also benefited from the
first televised presidential election debates in the
nation’s history, in which he appeared forceful and
Nixon ill at ease. Finally, Kennedy was helped to
victory by thousands of African Americans, who
voted for him because he had taken steps to sup-
port Martin Luther King, Jr.

President Kennedy and his wife brought charm
and an interest in the arts to the White House.
Critics said that his administration was all style and
no substance. Kennedy appointed many intellectu-
als and business people to high administration
offices. His chief adviser was his brother Robert,
named attorney general.

Kennedy emphasized foreign affairs. He urged
a tough stand against the Soviet Union and adopted
a new military strategy called flexible response,
meant to give the president many options other
than nuclear weapons. He increased defense
spending and created the army’s Special Forces.

Kennedy’s policies were challenged in 1961 by
Cuba, where Fidel Castro had seized power in
1959 and declared himself a Communist. A plan
had been devised under Eisenhower to have Cuban
exiles land in Cuba and overthrow Castro. Kennedy
gave approval, but the surprise “Bay of Pigs” attack
failed and the U.S. was embarrassed.

A year later, spy planes flying over Cuba took
photographs showing that the Soviets were building

bases to house nuclear missiles that could be aimed
at the United States. In a tense confrontation,
Kennedy insisted that the missiles be removed. He
sent U.S. Navy ships to surround the island and
force Soviet vessels to turn away. Finally Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev agreed to remove the
missiles, ending the threat of war.

Another crisis arose in Berlin. The city was still
divided, half in Communist hands and half under
the control of Great Britain, France, and the
United States. Khrushchev threatened to block
travel to the western-controlled portions of the city,
but Kennedy refused to yield. Khrushchev
responded by building a concrete and barbed wire
wall dividing the city—and preventing East
Berliners from fleeing to West Berlin.

After these crises, Kennedy and Khrushchev
reached some agreements. They installed a tele-
phone “hot line” connecting president and premier
so they could talk directly when a crisis arose. They
also began discussing an end to the testing of
nuclear weapons.

The New Frontier
MAIN IDEA While Kennedy had trouble getting his ideas
for a New Frontier passed several were achieved.

Kennedy called his domestic program the 
New Frontier, but his proposals lacked

Congressional support. Conservative Republicans
and southern Democrats blocked bills providing
medical care for the aged, rebuilding cities, and
aiding education.

He did succeed with some proposals. With
increased spending on defense, he hoped to boost
the economy out of a recession. He also persuaded
Congress to raise the minimum wage. To decrease
poverty abroad and increase goodwill toward the
United States, Kennedy instituted the Peace Corps.
In the program, volunteers worked in undeveloped
foreign countries. Another program, the Alliance

1

TELESCOPING THE TIMES The New Frontier and
the Great Society

CHAPTER OVERVIEW President Kennedy survives major confrontations with the Soviet
Union but cannot get his domestic policies past Congress. President Johnson succeeds
him and launches an era of liberal activity with a wide-ranging program of new laws.

Summary
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for Progress, gave aid to Latin American nations to
prevent the spread of Communist revolution from
Cuba. 

When the Soviets launched a person into orbit
around the earth, Kennedy pledged to commit the
nation to putting a man on the moon and bringing
him back to earth within the decade. The goal was
reached on July 21, 1969, when Neil Armstrong
stepped onto the moon. The race for the moon had
lasting effects on society. Schools expanded their
teaching in science. Research spending resulted in
improved technologies such as computers and
helped promote economic growth.

In 1963, Kennedy called for a national effort to
combat poverty. Before he could fully develop this
program, however, he was assassinated on Nov-
ember 22. Millions were glued to their televisions
over the next few days, watching live, in horror, as
the president’s accused killer, Lee Harvey Oswald,
was himself killed. A Warren Commission investi-
gation determined that Oswald acted alone.
However, many people continue to believe that
Oswald acted as part of a conspiracy.

The Great Society
MAIN IDEA The demand for reform helped create a new
awareness of social problems, especially on matters of
civil rights and the effects of poverty.

The new president, Lyndon Johnson, was a com-
mitted New Deal Democrat and skillful legis-

lator. He got Congress to pass two bills submitted
by Kennedy—a tax cut meant to stimulate the
economy and a sweeping measure aimed at secur-
ing equal rights for African Americans. Johnson
then launched his own campaign—a “war on
poverty” that began with the Economic
Opportunity Act of 1964.

Johnson won election in 1964, defeating
Republican Barry Goldwater. Johnson’s liberal poli-
cies were in favor, and Goldwater’s comments that
he might use nuclear weapons on Cuba and North
Vietnam frightened many people.

Johnson then pushed for a broad range of new
laws aimed at creating what he called the “Great
Society.” Among other things, these laws

• created Medicare and Medicaid, to ensure
health care for the aged and poor,

• funded the building of public housing units,
• lifted quotas on immigration,
• required efforts to ensure clean water,
• offered increased protection to consumers.
At the same time, the Supreme Court under

Chief Justice Earl Warren took an active role in
promoting more liberal policies. The Court ruled
that states had to make congressional districts
roughly equal in population served, following the
principle of “one person, one vote.” The new dis-
trict lines resulted in a shift of power from rural to
urban areas. The Court also required that criminal
courts provide an attorney to accused people who
cannot afford one. It also ruled that police had to
read people accused of a crime their rights—
“Miranda rights”—before asking them any ques-
tions. Conservatives felt these policies benefited
criminals too much.

The Great Society and the Warren Court
changed American society. People disagree on
whether those changes were beneficial. They great-
ly expanded the reach and power of the federal
government. The tax cut of 1964 spurred economic
growth. But, Great Society programs contributed to
a rising deficit in the federal budget because the
government spent more than it took in in revenues.
That problem continues today.

Review
1. How did the United States and Soviet Union

confront each other during Kennedy’s term and
how did the situations end?

2. What policies did Kennedy push, and how well
did he succeed in having them passed?

3. Describe Johnson’s Great Society.
4. What decisions were made by the Supreme

Court under Earl Warren?

Name The New Frontier and the Great Society continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES Civil Rights
CHAPTER OVERVIEW After decades of discrimination, African Americans begin a
struggle for equality. They make gains against unfair laws in the South, but as
the movement reaches Northern cities, gains are fewer.Summary

Taking on Segregation
MAIN IDEA Activism and a series of Supreme Court
decisions advanced equal rights for African Americans
in the 1960s.

In the 1950s, social changes begun by World War
II set the stage for overturning the laws that

forced separate, or segregated, facilities for African
Americans and whites in the South. Many African
Americans had enjoyed expanded job opportunities
in defense industries in the 1940s. Many more had
fought in the war. They returned home determined
to fight for their own freedom.

Lawyers for the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) won
cases that weakened segregation. The biggest victo-
ry came in the 1954 school desegregation case
Brown v. Board of Education. The Supreme Court
ruled that separate educational facilities were
“inherently unequal.” The segregated schools were
declared unconstitutional.

Within a year after Brown, more than 500
school districts had desegregated. But in some
areas, leaders vowed resistance. The issue reached
a crisis in Arkansas. The governor ordered the
National Guard to prevent nine African-American
students from enrolling at Little Rock’s Central
High School. A federal judge ordered the governor
to admit the students. When he refused, President
Eisenhower sent federal troops to allow the stu-
dents to enter the school. Meanwhile, Congress
passed the Civil Rights Act of 1957. It gave the
attorney general greater power to push desegrega-
tion in schools.

Another drive had arisen over segregation of city
buses. An African-American woman named Rosa
Parks had refused to yield her seat to a white man,
as the laws of Montgomery, Alabama, required.
After her arrest, African Americans in that city orga-
nized a yearlong boycott of the city’s bus system.
The crisis ended when a Supreme Court ruling
ruled segregated buses illegal.

Helping lead the Montgomery bus boycott was
Martin Luther King, Jr., who rose to prominence in

the civil rights movement. He joined with other
ministers to form the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Council (SCLC), which taught the techniques
of nonviolent resistance to unjust laws. By 1960,
there was another influential civil rights group—
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC). It was formed mostly of college students
who felt that the pace of change was too slow. They
staged sit-ins, in which African Americans sat in
protest at segregated lunch counters, forcing
restaurants and stores to desegregate.

The Triumphs of a Crusade
MAIN IDEA Civil Rights activists broke down racial bar-
riers through social protest. Their activism prompted
landmark legislation.

In the Freedom Rides, African Americans tested
the Supreme Court ruling that banned segrega-

tion in interstate bus transportation by riding on
buses into the South. Many were met by angry
mobs that attacked and beat them. As more inci-
dents occurred, the Kennedy administration
stepped in. U.S. marshals were sent to protect the
last group of Freedom Riders and the Interstate
Commerce Commission, which regulated bus com-
panies, issued orders banning segregation.

In 1962, a federal court ruled that an African
American could enter the all-white University of
Mississippi. The state’s governor refused to admit
him, however. The Kennedy administration sent
U.S. marshals to force the governor to yield.

Another confrontation occurred in 1963 in
Birmingham, Alabama, where King and other civil
rights leaders led an effort to desegregate the city.
The city police attacked marchers—including chil-
dren—with dogs and water hoses. Many people
across the country were outraged by these attacks.
President Kennedy became convinced that the
nation needed a new civil rights law. His bill guar-
anteed African Americans equal rights in all public
facilities. It also gave the government power to
push for school desegregation.
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Civil rights leaders staged a massive march in
Washington in August of 1963. More than 250,000
people showed up, urging passage of the civil rights
bill. After Kennedy was assassinated, President
Johnson pushed Congress to act. The Civil Rights
Act was passed in 1964.

Civil rights workers next began a campaign to
register African-American voters in the South.
They called it Freedom Summer. They met opposi-
tion and some violence. At the Democratic conven-
tion that summer, only two African American dele-
gates were seated, leading some of the delegates to
feel betrayed. 

In 1965, a harsh police response to a civil
rights march in Alabama led thousands from all
over the country to join the march. President
Johnson spurred Congress to pass the Voting
Rights Act. The law stripped away state laws that
had prevented African Americans from voting.

Challenges and Changes
in the Movement

MAIN IDEA Disagreements among civil rights groups
and the rise of black nationalism created a violent 
period in the fight for civil rights.

The civil rights movement met difficulties as it
moved North. In the South the problem had

been unfair laws, called de jure segregation. In the
North, the problem was de facto segregation, which
arises from racist attitudes. It is harder to change
attitudes than to overturn unjust laws.

The Great Migration had brought tens of thou-
sands of African Americans to Northern cities, but
“white flight” had left the cities poor and with few
jobs. African Americans were angered by these
conditions and by harsh treatment from largely
white police forces. This anger boiled over in sever-
al riots that brought many deaths and much dam-
age to many cities from 1964 to 1968. President
Johnson had declared “war on poverty” to combat
some of the social ills that African Americans were
protesting. But the growing involvement in the
Vietnam War robbed the war on poverty of needed
resources.

New African-American leaders arose, many of
them boosting black nationalism. Malcolm X began
by telling his audiences to use armed self-defense
when unlawfully attacked. He later urged pursuit of
peaceful means—especially voting—to win equali-
ty. He split with other leaders of his church. Then,
in 1965, he was assassinated.

Another split occurred between King and the
SCLC and other, younger, members of the move-
ment. SNCC leaders began to use the slogan
“Black Power” to symbolize their call for African-
American pride and stronger resistance to racism.
The Black Panthers adopted military-style dress
and harsh words, raising fears among moderate
African Americans and many whites.

King objected to the fiery language of the Black
Power movement. He believed that it would have
evil consequences. It was he who suffered, howev-
er. In April 1968, King was shot and killed. Many
cities erupted in riots caused by African-Americans’
anger and frustration.

A commission reported to President Johnson
that the urban riots were caused by white racism
and the lack of opportunities for African
Americans. But the administration did not act, fear-
ing the lack of white support for the sweeping
changes required. The civil rights movement had
achieved many triumphs, including the banning of
segregation in education, transportation, employ-
ment, and housing and the winning of voting rights.
Many problems remained, however, and de facto
segregation has continued throughout America
even up to today.

Review
1. How did the civil rights movement begin?
2. What events led Congress to pass the Civil

Rights and Voting Rights acts?
3. How did the civil rights movement change?
4. Why could the results of the movement be called

mixed?

Name Civil Rights continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The Vietnam War Years
CHAPTER OVERVIEW The United States enters a war in Vietnam, which results in
the deaths of tens of thousands of American soldiers, the division of society into
bitterly opposed camps, and a lasting impact on U.S. foreign policy.Summary

Moving Toward Conflict
MAIN IDEA To stop the spread of Communism in
Southeast Asia, the United States used its military to
support South Vietnam.

After World War II, Vietnamese Communists led
by Ho Chi Minh and other nationalist groups

fought the French who tried to reestablish colonial
rule. The United States helped the French with
military supplies. The nationalists won in 1954. A
peace agreement temporarily split the country and
called for an election and unity in 1956.

South Vietnam’s prime minister Ngo Dinh
Diem canceled the elections and declared himself
head of a new government. President Eisenhower
supported Diem, fearing that Ho would win a
national election. Opponents to Diem in the
South—the Vietcong—began guerrilla attacks.
President John Kennedy continued Eisenhower’s
policy and sent some American troops to train his
army. Diem, meanwhile, acted harshly and lost sup-
port in the South. In late 1963, military leaders in
the South, with U.S. support, overthrew Diem.

The United States did not want South Vietnam
to fall to the Communist North. When U.S. destroy-
ers in the Gulf of Tonkin were attacked in 1964 by
North Vietnamese torpedo boats, President Johnson
retaliated with a bombing attack. Then, in February
of 1965, Johnson launched a major bombing attack
on North Vietnam’s cities. The next month the first
U.S. combat troops arrived.

U.S. Involvement
and Escalation

MAIN IDEA The United States sent troops to fight in
Vietnam but the war quickly turned into a stalemate.

President Johnson’s decision to send American
troops to Vietnam was widely popular, although

some advisors did warn that the policy was danger-
ous. The American commander there asked for
growing numbers of troops. By 1967, about 500,000
American soldiers were fighting in Vietnam. Johnson

and his advisors hoped for quick victory, but it did
not happen.

These troops found the war frustrating. The
Vietcong struck quickly in small groups and then
disappeared in the jungle or in an elaborate system
of tunnels. Americans’ superior weaponry was of
little use.

The policy of winning support among the peo-
ple of South Vietnam did not work either. The frus-
trating course of war lowered the morale of Ameri-
can soldiers. So did the weakness and corruption of
the South Vietnamese government.

Rising costs of the war forced President
Johnson to cut spending on his Great Society pro-
grams. TV news film of the war contradicted the
administration’s glowing reports of progress.
Disapproval of the president’s policy spread.

A Nation Divided
MAIN IDEA An antiwar movement in the U.S. pitted sup-
porters of the government's war policy against those
who opposed it.

Many young men avoided the military draft by
getting medical releases or by entering the

reserves. Many—especially white middle-class
young men—obtained draft deferments because
they were college students. As a result, U.S. troops
in Vietnam were mostly working-class whites and
members of minority groups, prompting protests
from civil rights leaders.

Unrest was growing on college campuses in the
early 1960s as the New Left urged sweeping
changes in American society. In 1965, this move-
ment began to criticize U.S. policy in Vietnam.
Thousands marched on Washington to protest the
war. Eventually, some draft-resisters were impris-
oned, and many deserted to Canada.

By 1967, Americans were divided into hawks—
who supported administration policy—and doves—
who wanted the war to end. Many felt that doves
were showing disloyalty by protesting while Ameri-
cans were fighting. 
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1968: A Tumultuous Year
MAIN IDEA A shocking attack in Vietnam, two assassi-
nations, and a chaotic political convention made 1968 an
explosive year.

As 1968 opened, all across South Vietnam the
Vietcong launched surprise attacks—the Tet

Offensive. After weeks of fighting, the U.S. com-
mander said the Vietcong had been defeated, but
American confidence in the war was deeply shaken.
Some presidential advisors questioned the war.

Johnson’s popularity fell sharply, and Senator
Eugene McCarthy almost defeated Johnson in a
presidential primary. Johnson responded by
announcing that he would not seek re-election as
president and that he was willing to seek a negoti-
ated peace in Vietnam.

Soon the nation was stunned by the murders of
civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Senator Robert Kennedy, campaigning for the
Democratic nomination for president. Meanwhile,
protests rocked college campuses. The political tur-
moil plunged the Democratic convention in Chica-
go into chaos. While the convention nominated
Hubert Humphrey for president, bitter antiwar
protesters staged rallies and protests that were met
by police attacks. The violent attacks showed deep
divisions in the country.

The Republicans nominated former Vice Pres-
ident Richard Nixon. Campaigning for law and
order and promising that he had a plan to end the
war, Nixon won the election. An independent candi-
date—former Alabama governor George Wallace—
won significant support.

The End of the War
and Its Legacy

MAIN IDEA President Nixon instituted his
Vietnamization policy, and America's longest war finally
ended.

On reaching the White House, Nixon began to
withdraw American troops from Vietnam as

part of his strategy of giving the major role in the
war to South Vietnam. He also ordered massive

bombing of the North to persuade leaders there to
agree to a peace leaving South Vietnam intact. 

When Nixon announced that he had sent U.S.
troops to attack Vietcong supply lines in Cambodia,
protests erupted on college campuses. At Kent
State nervous National Guard troops killed four
students. Support for the war eroded in Congress,
cut further when newspapers published documents
showing that the Johnson administration had lied
about the war.

A new North Vietnamese offensive in March
1972 brought increased bombing. As the 1972 elec-
tion neared, Nixon announced progress in the
peace talks, but a snag then arose. Nixon ordered
more bombing of the North. In January 1973, all
parties agreed to a peace. U.S. troops came
home—but North Vietnamese troops were allowed
to remain in the South. In March 1975, they
defeated the government of South Vietnam. 

Vietnamese deaths topped 2 million. The victo-
rious Communists punished many in the South; a
million and a half people fled the country. Com-
munist rebels, called the Khmer Rouge, took
Cambodia and killed at least 2 million people.

The United States suffered 58,000 dead and
303,000 wounded. Surviving American soldiers
found it difficult to come home, as they met with
hostility or neglect. The divisions over the war lin-
gered, with former hawks and doves angry at each
other. Congress passed a law preventing the presi-
dent from committing troops in a foreign conflict
without its approval. The war changed American
foreign policy and caused a feeling of mistrust
toward the government that remains.

Review
1. Why did the U.S. enter the war in Vietnam?
2. Why could the U.S. not win a quick victory over

the Vietcong, and what was the effect?
3. How did public opinion split over the war?
4. Why is 1968 considered a year of upheaval?
5. What were the effects of the war?

Name The Vietnam War Years continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES An Era of Social Change
CHAPTER OVERVIEW The civil rights movement inspires Latinos, Native
Americans, and women to seek equality in American society. At the same time,
the nation’s young people adopt values that conflict with mainstream culture.Summary

Latinos and Native
Americans Seek Equality

MAIN IDEA Latinos and Native Americans confronted
injustices in the 60s.

Latinos—Americans with a heritage in Latin
American—are a diverse group that tripled to

more than 9 million people in the decade of the
1960s. The largest group is Mexican Americans, 
but about a million Puerto Ricans, hundreds of thou-
sands of Cubans, and tens of thousands of other
Hispanics add to these numbers. Many Latinos
encounter poor living conditions and discrimination.

In the 1960s Latinos began to demand equal
rights—and respect for their culture and heritage.
Cesar Chavez organized Mexican American farm
workers into a union to boost wages and improve
working conditions. By calling for a nationwide
boycott of grapes, Chavez pressured grape growers
into recognizing his union and granting a new,
more favorable, contract.

Responding to calls for greater recognition of
Hispanics’ culture, Congress passed the Bilingual
Education Act in 1968. It funded bilingual and 
cultural programs for students who didn’t speak
English. Latinos also organized politically, fielding
Hispanic candidates for office.

Native Americans, too, are a diverse group, 
with hundreds of tribes having unique traditions.
Concerned about the high unemployment rate,
poor health care, and high death rate common to
all these groups, many Native Americans joined
together in the 1960s to work for change.

The Eisenhower administration had hoped to
solve such problems by relocating Native Amer-
icans to cities, but the policy failed—first because
urban Native Americans remained poor and second
because many Native Americans did not wish to
assimilate into American society. They wished to
preserve their own cultures. In 1961, representa-
tives from more than 60 Native American groups
wrote a Declaration of Indian Purpose. They
demanded the right for Native Americans to
choose their own way of life.

President Johnson changed government policy
toward Native Americans, but many young people
wanted that change faster. They formed the
American Indian Movement (AIM), which con-
fronted the government in highly public actions
that sometimes resulted in violence. Meanwhile,
laws and court decisions gave Native Americans
greater rights over the education of their children
and renewed land rights.

Women Fight for Equality
MAIN IDEA Through protests and marches, women
confronted social and economic barriers in American
society.

Women struggled for decades and finally won
the right to vote in 1920. Then, in the 1960s,

a reawakened feminist movement expanded the
effort for women’s rights to urge full social, politi-
cal, and economic equality.

Contributing to the feminist movement was dis-
satisfaction over the situation in the workplace. By
1960, about 40 percent of all women worked out-
side the home. But they found certain jobs closed
to them, and they were generally paid much less
than men even for the same job. Involvement in
the civil rights and antiwar movements also led
many women to actively seek improved status for
themselves. Betty Friedan’s book about the dissatis-
faction of women helped inspire many to join
together as well.

The 1964 Civil Rights Act included a ban on
discrimination based on gender. As a result, the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) was empowered to oppose job discrimina-
tion against women as well as against African
Americans. When the EEOC did not pursue
women’s complaints vigorously, Friedan and others
formed the National Organization for Women
(NOW) to actively seek equal rights. Responding to
pressure from NOW, the EEOC took steps to com-
bat job discrimination against women. It declared
that job ads identifying a specific gender were 
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illegal and prevented employers from refusing to
hire women for traditionally male jobs.

The women’s movement included many diverse
groups, some of whom pushed for radical goals.
Many women were pleased by a 1973 Supreme
Court decision, Roe v. Wade, which granted women
the right to choose an abortion. The women’s
movement failed, however, to win passage of the
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). The ERA passed
Congress and was ratified by many states. However,
a coalition of social conservatives and others
opposed the ERA, claiming that it would have dis-
ruptive effects on society. Though 35 states did
approve the amendment, this still wasn’t enough to
pass it. The ERA died in June of 1982.

The women’s movement had nevertheless made
great gains. More women were attending law and
medical school than before, and colleges offered
thousands of courses on women’s issues. Many
women now viewed their careers in a new light,
and more women than ever served in state and
national governments.

Culture and Counterculture
MAIN IDEA The ideals and lifestyle of the countercul-
ture movement challenged the traditional views of
Americans.

During the 1960s, many young people adopted
values that differed from those of mainstream

culture. This movement, the “counterculture,”
challenged the dominant American culture but
eventually collapsed from a lack of organization and
a reliance on drug use.

The counterculture—whose members were
called “hippies”—believed that American society
had grown too materialistic and aggressive. Many
with these beliefs channeled their energies into
protesting the war in Vietnam. Hippies chose to
show their opposition to society by leaving it. They
abandoned school and jobs and went to live with
each other, hoping to promote peace and love.

The main characteristics of this new life were
rock ’n’ roll, colorful clothes, and the use of drugs.
Their outrageous costumes and long hair symbol-
ized their rejection of society. Instead of forming

traditional families, hippies joined together in
group living arrangements called communes.

Two highly publicized incidents of violence
involving communes and rock music cast a shadow
over the counterculture. Continued drug use
caused problems and led to the deaths of two
major popular rock stars in 1970. Finally, hippies
found that they could not survive outside main-
stream society.

While the hippie counterculture collapsed, it
had an impact on mainstream culture. The worlds
of art and fashion were touched by the rebellious
style of the counterculture. Blue jeans—popular
among hippies—have become a staple of American
wardrobes.

Rock ’n’ roll has continued to be a popular form
of entertainment, propelled by the British group
the Beatles and by a massive outdoor concert called
Woodstock held in 1969 in New York state.
Attended by more than 400,000 people—far more
than expected—Woodstock became a symbol of
the counterculture.

While some people embraced the countercul-
ture’s “do your own thing” philosophy, millions of
mainstream Americans attacked the increasing per-
missiveness as a sign of moral decay. They believed
that campus rebels and other members of the
counterculture threatened traditional values. This
conservative reaction to the counterculture move-
ment helped Richard M. Nixon win the presidency
in 1968 and set the nation on a more politically
conservative course.

Review
1. What did Latinos do to fight for equality?
2. What did Native Americans want?
3. Describe the successes and failures of the

women’s movement in the 1960s.
4. What caused the downfall of the counterculture

and what lasting value did it have?

Name An Era of Social Change continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES An Age of Limits
CHAPTER OVERVIEW Richard Nixon takes office as president, halting the growth
of federal power and changing foreign policy. He resigns in disgrace during his
second term, and his successors are unable to fix growing economic problems.Summary

The Nixon Administration
MAIN IDEA President Richard M. Nixon tried to steer
the country in a conservative direction and away from
federal control.

Richard Nixon pursued conservative policies. To
cut the influence of the federal government, he

introduced revenue sharing. This policy gave local
and state governments more freedom to spend fed-
eral aid. Nixon wanted to reform welfare, but his
plan failed to pass Congress.

At first Nixon cooperated with Congress, which
Democrats controlled. Soon he refused to spend
money voted by Congress on programs that he did
not like. The Supreme Court ruled this action
unconstitutional. Beginning a policy of law and
order, Nixon enlisted the CIA and IRS to harass his
“enemies”—liberals and dissidents.

Nixon hoped to bolster his political support—
especially in the South—to ensure his reelection.
He tried to slow school integration, but the
Supreme Court ordered the administration to move
more quickly. He also named conservatives to fill
vacancies in the Supreme Court.

A stagnant economy troubled the country. By
1973, the inflation rate had doubled, and the un-
employment rate was up fifty percent. The causes
were high spending on the Vietnam War, growing
foreign competition, and the difficulty of finding
jobs for millions of new workers. Another problem
was reduced supply of and higher prices for oil and
gasoline. Nixon’s efforts to lower prices did not
work.

Nixon dramatically changed U.S. relations with
Communist countries. He eased Cold War ten-
sions. He ended the war with Vietnam. In 1972, 
he visited Communist China. This reversed past
U.S. policy, which had refused to formally recog-
nize the Communist rulers there. Three months
later, Nixon went to the Soviet Union. These moves
were widely popular. With the Soviets, he signed
the Strategic Arms Limitations Treaty (SALT),
which limited nuclear weapons. Foreign policy tri-
umphs helped Nixon easily win re-election.

Watergate: Nixon’s Downfall
MAIN IDEA President Nixon's involvement in the
Watergate scandal forced him to resign from office.

The Watergate scandal was caused by an illegal
break-in and attempts to block the investiga-

tion of it. The affair tested the idea that no one—
not even a president—is above the law.

Nixon campaign aides were determined to win
his re-election by any means necessary. They hired
five men to raid Democratic party offices in a
Washington, D.C., complex called Watergate.
Hoping to photograph files and place taps on
phones, the men were caught. Rather than forcing
those involved to resign, the administration tried to
hide the link to the White House. 

After Nixon’s re-election, the cover-up began to
unravel. One of the burglars said that the White
House was involved. Soon three top Nixon aides,
who had been involved, resigned. In Senate hear-
ings—televised live—one of them said that Nixon
had known of the cover-up. When it was revealed
that White House meetings had been tape record-
ed, the Senate committee demanded the tapes.
Nixon refused to turn them over. Court battles over
the tapes lasted a year.

In March 1974, a grand jury charged seven
Nixon aides with obstruction of justice and perjury,
or lying under oath. Nixon released more than
1,250 pages of taped conversations—but withheld
conversations on some key dates. In July 1974 the
Supreme Court ordered the White House to
release the tapes. Three days later a House com-
mittee voted to impeach President Nixon. If the
full House approved, Nixon would go to trial in the
Senate. If judged guilty there, he would be
removed from office. When the tapes were finally
released, it was clear that Nixon had known of the
cover-up. On August 8, 1974, he resigned but defi-
antly refused to admit guilt.
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The Ford and Carter Years
MAIN IDEA The Ford and Carter administrations
attempted to remedy the nation's worst economic crisis
in decades.

Succeeding Richard Nixon was Gerald Ford.
Though likable and honest, Ford lost support

when he pardoned Nixon. Ford faced a poor econ-
omy, with prices rising 6 to 11 percent a year
fueled by sharp increases in the cost of foreign oil.
His first program to halt inflation by encouraging
energy conservation failed. When he pushed for
high interest rates, a recession was the result.

Ford ran for election in 1976 against Democrat
Jimmy Carter. An outsider not involved in
Washington politics, Carter promised he would never
lie to Americans. He won a close election at a time of
cynicism towards the Washington establishment.

Worried about the nation’s reliance on imported
oil, Carter believed that energy policy should be his
top priority. The National Energy Act placed a tax
on cars that had low gas mileage, removed price
controls on domestic oil and natural gas, and fund-
ed research for new sources of energy. In 1979,
however, another shutdown of oil imports plus
steep oil price hikes crippled the economy. Carter
tried voluntary price freezes and spending cuts but
could not halt inflation.

The economic problems of the 1970s were
caused in part by changes in the economy. Greater
automation meant fewer manufacturing jobs.
Foreign competition cost American jobs too. Many
companies were leaving the industrialized northeast
for the South and West to find lower energy costs
and less costly labor.

In foreign policy, Carter tried to follow moral
principles. He cut aid to countries that violated the
rights of their people. He agreed to treaties with
Panama that promised to give control of the
Panama Canal to that country. He signed a new
nuclear arms treaty—called SALT II—with the
Soviets. But when the Soviets invaded Afghanistan,
relations cooled and the treaty died.

Carter arranged a peace agreement between
Israel and Egypt. Just months later, Muslim funda-
mentalists seized power in Iran. Angered at U.S.
support for the former ruler, the shah, they took
control of the American embassy in Iran’s capital
and held 52 Americans hostage. Despite efforts,

Carter could not obtain release of the hostages.
They were held for 444 days, freed just minutes
after Ronald Reagan was inaugurated on January
20, 1981, as the new president.

Environmental Activism
MAIN IDEA During the 1970s, Americans strengthened
their efforts to address the nation's environmental
activism.

Concern for the environment was spurred by
the 1962 book Silent Spring. That book argued

that pesticides were poisoning food and killing
birds and fish. Awakened to this threat, the envi-
ronmental movement took off on April 22, 1970—
the first celebration of Earth Day. The day was
marked by events aimed at raising awareness of
environmental problems.

President Nixon created the Environmental
Protection Agency. He also signed the Clean Air
Act, which required industry to take steps to
reduce pollution from smokestacks and automo-
biles. Other new laws to protect the environment
were passed as well.

When vast oil reserves were discovered in
Alaska, oil companies built a huge pipeline to carry
the oil to the sea. Nixon and Carter took steps to
ensure that this industrial development did not
harm Alaska’s natural resources.

Nuclear energy became the focus of a growing
debate. Some felt it was safe and clean. Others
feared nuclear accidents. A 1979 accident caused a
Pennsylvania nuclear reactor to release radiation
into the air. Afterwards, the government strength-
ened safety measures for nuclear plants.

The debate over the environment continues
today. Some Americans oppose environmental laws.
They argue that such laws protect wildlife at the
expense of people and limit economic growth.

Review
1. How did Nixon ease Cold War tensions?
2. Why was Watergate a constitutional crisis?
3. How did Ford and Carter try to fix economic

problems, and why didn’t their plans work?
4. What differing needs are the focus of the debate

over environmental laws?

Name An Age of Limits continued
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The Conservative Tide
CHAPTER OVERVIEW A growing conservatism brings Ronald Reagan and George
Bush to the presidency. Their policies change the American economy, while other
forces transform American society and changes reshape the world.Summary

A Conservative
Movement Emerges

MAIN IDEA Conservatism reached a high point with the
election in 1980 of President Ronald Reagan and Vice
President George Bush.

American history has been marked by swings
between liberal and conservative policies. In

liberal times—such as the New Deal and the Great
Society—activist government tried to reform soci-
ety. In conservative times—such as the 1920s and
1950s—concern for freedom led many to oppose
governmental involvement. Such a swing in the
1970s led conservatives to take control of the gov-
ernment in 1980.

More and more Americans were unhappy with
high inflation and felt their taxes were too high.
Groups arose across the country opposed to gov-
ernment involvement in economic, cultural, or
social life. The New Right was born. Starting in the
mid-1960s, this movement grew. Conservatives
aimed to reduce the power of the federal govern-
ment, cutting benefit programs, and drawing a
more narrow definition of civil rights. They criti-
cized affirmative action policies, viewing them as
reverse discrimination. Many voters joined a reli-
gious movement led by television preachers called
the Moral Majority that criticized a decline in
national morality.

These conservatives found a strong presidential
candidate in Ronald Reagan. An effective speaker
with a winning personality, Reagan was a strong
campaigner. With President Carter hobbled by
high inflation and the Iranian hostage crisis, Reagan
won the 1980 election. He touted the conservative
beliefs in less government, lower taxes, and tradi-
tional values. The conservative tide also swept
Republicans into control of the Senate.

Conservative Policies
Under Reagan and Bush

MAIN IDEA Presidents Reagan and Bush pursued a
conservative agenda that included tax cuts, budget cuts,
and increased defense spending.

Reagan aimed to reduce the size and power of
the federal government. He hoped to encour-

age businesses to invest more, thus expanding the
economy and increasing jobs. He cut deeply into
spending on a wide range of domestic programs.
He persuaded Congress to agree to large tax cuts to
free money for personal investment. Reagan also
greatly increased defense spending.

These policies, termed “Reaganomics,” helped
fuel economic growth. Tax revenues did not
increase as much as had been expected, however,
and the government had to borrow huge sums.
During the Reagan presidency, government debt
more than doubled.

Reagan also tried to promote conservative
moral values. He and George Bush, who succeeded
him, appointed five new Supreme Court justices.
All were conservatives. In many decisions, the
Court tended away from the more liberal rulings of
the previous four decades.

Another Reagan goal was to end government con-
trol of business. He ended government regulation of
the savings and loan industry. Savings and loan associ-
ations, or “thrifts,” were allowed to compete with
banks. Just a few years later, however, the economy
slowed and poor investments forced many thrifts into
bankruptcy. The government absorbed the cost of
rescuing depositors’ accounts. The administration
also made efforts to reduce environmental regulation.

Reagan’s policies won support with business
people, Southerners and Westerners, and many for-
mer Democrats. These voters combined to re-elect
Reagan in 1984 and to elect George Bush as presi-
dent in 1988.
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Social Concerns in the 1980s
MAIN IDEA Beneath the surge of prosperity that
marked the conservative era of the 1980s lay serious
social problems.

Anumber of health issues arose to trouble
Americans in the 1980s. Foremost among them

was AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn-
drome), a viral disease that destroys the immune sys-
tem. Another issue of much debate was abortion.
The Supreme Court gave women the right to an
abortion in a 1973 ruling. Later decisions allowed
states to limit that right. Reagan and Bush declared
a war on drugs that included tough law enforcement.

Education became an increasingly important
issue, especially after the 1983 report A Nation at
Risk. The report was highly critical of the nation’s
schools. People generally agreed that the nation’s
public schools were not doing an adequate job.
They did not agree on solutions.

The nation’s cities were also in crisis. Cities
were increasingly home to the poor and unem-
ployed. Budget cuts had eliminated earlier federal
programs to aid the cities. Welfare payments to the
poor had not kept up with rising prices. Thousands
of people, unable to afford housing, slept on the
streets or in parks. 

Throughout the 1980s, women tried to improve
their position. When women’s groups were unable
to secure ratification of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment, they tried urging more women to run for
political office. The number of women in the
House doubled; the number of women senators
tripled—from two to six. In 1984, Geraldine
Ferraro, a Democrat, became the first woman can-
didate for vice president for a major party.

By 1992 nearly 58 percent of women had entered
the workforce. But women still earned only 76 cents
for every dollar a man earned. New divorce laws and
social conditions increased the number of single
women heading a household—many of whom lived
in poverty. Women’s groups pushed for pay equity
and for benefits to help working mothers.

Members of many minority groups also
achieved greater political power during the 1980s.
African Americans experienced continuing eco-
nomic problems. Latinos—the fastest growing
minority—also gained political power although
they were sometimes divided over the issue of
bilingual education. Some Native Americans, facing
the end of federal aid, opened gambling facilities
on their reservation lands. Asian Americans made
economic advances but did not gain as much politi-

cal power as other groups. Gay rights activists
pushed for an end to discrimination and by 1993,
had made headway.

Foreign Policy 
After the Cold War

MAIN IDEA The end of the Cold War, marked by the
breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991, led to a redirection
of many U.S. goals and policies.

The Soviet Union underwent dramatic changes in
the 1980s. Mikhail Gorbachev took power and

tried to reform Soviet society. His policies led to a
splitting of the Soviet Union into 15 different
republics. Communists were swept out of power
there and throughout Eastern Europe. Germany, long
divided, became one nation again. The Cold War had
ended, and U.S. leaders had to devise new policies.
They approved when Communist Chinese leaders,
while still keeping tight political control, liberalized
the economy. However, they were horrified when stu-
dent activists were slaughtered in Tiananmen Square.

Before the Cold War had ended, conflict in
Central America led to U.S. involvement. Com-
munist guerrillas seized control of Nicaragua.
President Reagan supported the Contras, a group
trying to defeat the Communists. After years of
conflict, a peace was signed and free elections were
held in 1990. Reagan sent American troops to
Grenada and Bush sent them to Panama to pro-
mote American interests.

Problems in the Middle East showed the diffi-
culty of post-Cold War diplomacy. Terrorist Muslim
groups held some Americans as hostages. Hoping
to gain favor with Iran—and then use its influence
to win release of the hostages—the Reagan admin-
istration sold weapons to Iran. Money from the sale
was then used to aid the Contras fighting in
Nicaragua. Revelation of the deal caused a scandal.

The Middle East was also the scene for a major
war in 1991. Iraq had seized oil-rich Kuwait in
1990. President Bush led a United Nations effort to
fight Iraq and liberate Kuwait. It was called
Operation Desert Storm.

Review
1. What factors led to the rise of conservatism?
2. What policy changes did Reagan make?
3. What issues arose during the 1980s?
4. How did foreign changes present new challenges

for the United States?
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TELESCOPING THE TIMES The United States
in Today’s World

CHAPTER OVERVIEW President Bill Clinton locks horns with a Republican Congress,
reflecting the heated national debate over the country’s direction. Americans face
economic, technological, and demographic changes that are reshaping their lives
and redefining the main issues that concern citizens.

Summary

The 1990s and the 
New Millennium

MAIN IDEA The Democrats gained control of the White
House by moving their party's platform toward the politi-
cal center.

After the Gulf War, President George Bush had
an almost 90 percent approval rating. When a

recession struck, however, his support crumbled.
Bush struggled in his re-election campaign against
independent Ross Perot and Democrat Bill
Clinton. Clinton, skilled at the television-centered
campaigning, won a wide electoral majority but
took only 43 percent of the popular vote.

Clinton and first lady, Hillary Clinton, devised a
complex plan offering health insurance for all
Americans. The plan was criticized and never got a
vote in Congress. To reduce the rising national debt,
Clinton raised taxes on wealthy Americans and cut
spending. Republicans criticized the tax increases
and wanted deeper spending cuts. Both parties
avoided making cuts in social security, Medicare,
and Medicaid, which were popular programs.

A booming economy, high employment and a
soaring stock market capped a surplus in the federal
budget. Enlarged police forces and the improved
economy led to lower crime rates. But horrifying acts
of terrorism in public places, including schools, raised
fears among many. Some people called for tougher
gun laws; others wanted less violence in the media.

In 1993, Congress approved the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The
treaty with Canada and Mexico lifted all trade bar-
riers among the three countries. Opponents argued
that American workers would lose their jobs to
lower-paid workers abroad.

Clinton tried to shape a new foreign policy suit-
ed to the world situation after the Cold War. Many
Americans disagreed with the decisions to send
troops to Bosnia and Somalia. 

In 1994, Clinton was plagued by the failure of
his health care reform plan and questions about
family finances. Republicans took advantage of

these weaknesses to win control of both the House
and Senate. Representative Newt Gingrich per-
suaded many Republican candidates to sign a “con-
tract with America.” The contract promised to fix
Congress, reform welfare, and pass tougher crime
laws. Gingrich, chosen House Speaker, won pas-
sage of many of these measures.

The Senate did not approve all these bills, how-
ever, and Clinton vetoed others. Soon “gridlock”
settled in as the Republican Congress and
Democratic president disagreed on many issues.
When Clinton refused to accept a Republican bud-
get with deep cuts, the federal government was
forced to shut down three times.

During 1996, there was more cooperation.
Congress passed and Clinton signed a bill that
changed the nation’s welfare system. A modest
health-insurance reform bill also became law. After
a hard-fought campaign with Republican Bob
Dole, Clinton won re-election in 1996. After a
scandal involving a White House intern led to
impeachment, Clinton remained in office until
2000, when George Bush won the presidency.

The New Global Economy
MAIN IDEA Because of technological advances and
new trade laws, the U.S. economy underwent a boom
during the late 20th century.

American workers were struggling in the mid-
1990s. Millions of new jobs were created and,

by the turn of the century, the unemployment rate
had fallen to the 1970 rate. But wage inequality
widened and median household income dropped.

By 2000, nearly 80 percent of American workers
were in the service sector. Younger workers suffered
the high rates of unemployment. In 1999, an aver-
age 11 percent of workers aged 16–24 were unem-
ployed—more than double the national rate. Many
workers could find work only as temporary workers.
Foreign competition and automation reduced the
number of manufacturing jobs. To tighten their
operations, many companies downsized, or cut their
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workforce. In the meantime, high-tech industries
took off. Those with advanced training and special-
ized technical skills saw salaries rise and economic
security expand.

Breakthroughs in transportation and communica-
tion allowed people, goods, and information to move
faster around the world. NAFTA and a new world
trade agreement helped promote free trade. They
also increased American workers’ concerns about los-
ing jobs. Some critics said that free trade would harm
the environment by moving manufacturing plants to
foreign countries with less strict laws against pollution.
Still others looked toward the future filled with an
endless stream of new technology.

Technology and Modern Life
MAIN IDEA Advances in technology have increased the
pace but also the comfort of many Americans’ lives.

Clinton and Vice President Al Gore put the gov-
ernment behind an effort to forge a new com-

munications network—the “information superhigh-
way.” It would link cable, phone, and computer sys-
tems to provide entertainment, information, and
shopping. The idea helped spur tremendous growth
in use of the Internet—a worldwide network of com-
puters—used by about 97 million Americans by 2000.

In February 1996, Congress passed the
Telecommunications Act. It allowed telephone and
cable television companies to compete, supposedly
to increase services. One early result was a concen-
tration of media influence in the hands of a few big
conglomerates.

New technologies changed many areas of life.
Doctors and patients could more easily obtain new
information. New treatments and new diagnostic
tools were devised. Another new high-tech area
was genetic engineering. Workers in this industry
changed the genetic structure of living things to
improve products or eliminate disease. Virtual real-
ity and CD-ROM devices created new entertain-
ment media. Computers became more prominent
in classrooms across the nation. Improvements in
transportation aimed to make driving safer with air
bags and easier with on-board computerized map-
ping systems. Science and technology expanded the
limits of what was known about earth and beyond.
Space exploration continued as huge strikes were
made in the biotechnology field—sequencing the
human genome, for one.

Some new technologies were meant to aid the
environment. Automakers developed an electric car
to cut pollution caused by auto exhaust. More indi-

viduals and companies joined in efforts to recycle
aluminum and paper. While fossil fuels—coal, oil,
and gas—still provided most energy, research con-
tinued into other, cleaner sources.

The Changing Face
of America

MAIN IDEA At the end of the 20th century, the U.S. pop-
ulation grew more diverse both in ethnic background
and in age.

Many issues confronted Americans as the 20th
century drew to a close. More and more peo-

ple lived in the suburbs. Many left cities because
they were overcrowded or seeking newer schools.
Cities declined in size and wealth, and downtown
areas suffered. In recent years, lower housing costs
have attracted people to return to cities. Many
employers relocated to the suburbs as well. Subur-
ban communities competed with each other to
attract companies that would provide jobs to work-
ers. One result of this growth was suburban
sprawl—the spreading out of suburbs farther from
cities. Over time, the number of people from
minority groups living in the suburbs increased.

The millions of Americans who were part of the
postwar baby boom were aging. At the same time,
average life span was lengthening. This graying of
America raised issues for leaders. They would have
to find ways to fund social security and Medicare
when large numbers of people lived in retirement.

Growing numbers of immigrants changed the face
of America. Most of these new immigrants came
from the Western Hemisphere or Asia, leaving their
homes to improve their lives economically. The situa-
tion aroused a heated debate. Some feared that immi-
grants took jobs away from native-born Americans. A
related problem was illegal immigration.

Americans faced the end of the 20th century
concerned about such problems as terrorism,
poverty, and pollution. They looked with hope to
the changing economy, new technologies, and
improved education.

Review
1. How would you characterize relations between

President Clinton and Congress?
2. What trends shaped the new U.S. economy?
3. How have recent technological advances

changed modern life?
4. What population changes raised issues for

Americans as they entered the 21st century?
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